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The Olmsted Falls City School District hereby gives notice that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex and disability in the educational programs and activities operated by the district.

“Approved by the Olmsted Falls Board of Education February, 2015”
GENERAL INFORMATION
The Olmsted Falls Board of Education has prescribed the minimum credit requirements for a diploma:  





       
Total Credits Required

          
  
          21 
Specific Course Requirements


Language Arts





4
 

Mathematics


  


4
Total Science


  

 
3

Phys. Science




1

 

Biology



 
1

Total Social Studies



 
3

Social Studies I



1

Social Studies II



1

Social Studies Elective


½ 

Government & Law



½ 

Physical Education *


                         ½
Health


  



½ 
 

Business/Technology,



 
1

 


  Fine Arts or World Language



Fine Art**





1

* Physical Education Exemption
Students who complete two full seasons in interscholastic athletics, band (including drill team), or cheerleading are exempt from completing the physical education requirement.  Students who choose to fulfill their physical education requirement by participating in interscholastic athletics, marching band, or cheerleading will not receive academic credit towards the twenty-one credits required for graduation; however, they may elect to take a physical education course, or any other elective course, in order to receive academic credit.  If a student fails to complete two full seasons of a sport, band, or cheerleading, they will be responsible for completing two semesters of physical education.

It is the student's responsibility to see that requirements for graduation are met.  The high school guidance department will make every effort to keep up-to-date records and to keep students and parents informed about the status of progress toward graduation requirements.  Questions concerning credits and progress toward graduation should be directed to the appropriate counselor.  Special circumstances may dictate substitution of other courses.
** Fine Arts

Students who complete a program at Polaris Career Center are exempt from meeting the fine arts requirement.
DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
Students (Class 2016 and Class 2107) must pass all sections of the Ohio Graduation Test. Students (class of 2014 and 2015) must earn a minimum number of 18 points from all of the exams (English 4 points, Math: 4 points, Science and Social Studies: 6 points) or earn a remediation-free score on a national college admissions test (e.g., ACT/SAT) or earn an approved industry-recognized credential and earn a workforce readiness score on a job skills assessment.

HONOR DIPLOMA CRITERIA
College Preparatory 

Students need to fulfill only 7 of the following 8 criteria

1. Four units of English

2. Four units of mathematics including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or equivalent and another higher level course or a four-year sequence of courses that contain equivalent content

3. Four units of science, including physics and chemistry

4. Four units of social studies

5. Three units of one foreign language, or two units each of two foreign languages 

6. One unit of fine arts

7. Maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a four-point scale
8. Obtain a composite score of 27 on the American College Test (ACT) or a 1210 on the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT) excluding scores from the writing sections*
*        Writing sections of either standardized test should not be included in the calculation of this score.

HONOR DIPLOMA CRITERIA

Career Technical

Students need to fulfill only 7 of the following 8 criteria

1. Four units of English

2. Four units of mathematics, including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or equivalent and another higher level course or a four-year sequence of courses that contain equivalent content

3. Four units of science, including physics and chemistry

4. Four units of social studies
5. Four units of career technical minimum.  Program must lead to an industry recognized credential, apprenticeship or be part of an articulated career pathway which can lead to post secondary credit

6. Maintain an overall high school grade point average of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 point scale

7. Obtain a composite score of 27 on the American College Test (ACT) or a 1210 on the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT) excluding scores from the writing sections*

8. Achieve the proficiency benchmark established for the appropriate Ohio Career-Technical Competency Assessment or the equivalent

*    Writing sections of either standardized test should not be included in the calculation of this score.

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS
Students are promoted to the next grade level based upon the number of years in high school.

MINIMUM COURSE LOAD FOR THE 2015/2016 SCHOOL YEAR
Minimum Credits

Courses 

Required             

Required
9th Grade


5.75



Language Arts I

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies I

Physical Education (1)
Electives

Health (2)
10th Grade


5.75



Language Arts II

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies II

Physical Education (1)
Electives

11th Grade


5.75



Language Arts III

            Mathematics


Science


Social Studies Elective (2)
Electives 

12th Grade


5



Language Arts IV
Government & Law (2)
End Notes:
(1) :  
    .25 credit

(2) :  
    .50 credit
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4-In-The-Core
ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS
Students who attend OFHS full-time (excludes Polaris) will be required to take the four core subjects (language arts, math, science, social studies) throughout their High School Career Examples of two different options (college prep or career-tech) are listed below.

9th 


10th 


11th



12th 

Lang Arts

Lang Arts 

Lang Arts


Lang Arts

Math 


Math


Math



Math

Science

Science

Science


Science

SS I


SS II


SS Elective(s)


Gov’t./SS Elective(s)

Elective(s)

Elective(s)

Elective(s)


Elective(s)






OR

9th 


10th 


11th



12th 

Lang Arts

Lang Arts 

Lang Arts*


Lang Arts*

Math 


Math


Math*



Math*

Science

Science

Science or SS Elective*
Government*

SS I


SS II


Polaris Program

Polaris Program

Elective(s)

Elective(s)



*Certain Polaris programs may include embedded core courses which could replace the requirement of taking that course at OFHS*
*Students who have maximized their College Credit Plus options may be able to adjust their schedule whereby they fall below the minimum number of required OFHS classes.*
SCHEDULE CHANGES
Students are required to take a minimum number of academic credits, as defined above, each school year.  This course load includes both required courses and elective courses.  With the support of counselors and parents, students select these courses during the registration period.

Parents may contact the guidance department to arrange an individual conference to discuss scheduling and course selection.

Due to the fact that each student is given an opportunity to review and make changes in their schedules before school closes in June, the guidance department will consider schedule change requests only for the following reasons: (1) computer error or obvious mistake, (2) failure in a sequential course, (3) to balance study halls or increase enrollment in small classes, (4) staff recommendation, (5) a study hall is needed, (6) a study hall is dropped to add a class, (7) special circumstances.  The faculty and guidance department reserve the right to make decisions in scheduling which are both educationally sound and in the best interest of the student.

Note:  At the discretion of the administration, courses may be discontinued due to insufficient enrollment.
CLASS DROP POLICY

Parent permission is required to drop a class.  A student who withdraws from a class after the 3rd week of a semester will receive an F.  The F will be the semester grade and will affect the student's GPA.  In the case of a full-year one credit course, the F will be for the year.    This policy applies for both the first and second semester. 
CLASS AUDIT

A class audit is taking a class for no grade and/or credit.  Students cannot audit classes at Olmsted Falls High School unless there are special circumstances that are in the best interest of that student.  The principal must give permission for a class audit.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COLLEGE PREPARATORY STUDENTS
In order to be successful in college, high school students should take a balanced schedule with courses in all subject areas.  College entrance requirements vary.  Students should inquire with individual colleges for entrance requirements.  However, most colleges recommend the following minimums:

Language Arts
4 credits

Mathematics (1 credit in senior year)
4 credits

Laboratory Science
4 credits

Social Studies
4 credits

World Language
2 credits

Fine Arts (Art, Music, Photography)
1 credit
ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility policies for athletics are mandated by the Ohio High School Athletic Association.  Eligibility for each grading period is determined by grades received the preceding grading period. Semester grades, yearly grades, and summer school grades have no effect on eligibility.  To be eligible, a high school student must be currently enrolled in an Ohio High School Athletic Association member school and have received passing grades in a minimum of five one-credit courses or the equivalent, in the immediately preceding grading period. In addition, the student must maintain a GPA of 1.00 as established by our Board of Education.  

DISTRICT SPONSORED CLUBS/ACTIVITIES ELIGIBILITY

In order to be eligible for any co-curricular, interscholastic and non-interscholastic extra-curricular activity, a student must have maintained at least a 1.0 grade point average with no incompletes for the grading period prior to the grading period in which the student wishes to participate.  If a student who becomes ineligible under these standards improves his/her grade point average during the current grading period enough to meet the eligibility standard, the student may be reinstated at the beginning of the next grading period.
NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE

Any Olmsted Falls High School student who intends to play NCAA Division I or II athletics and/or compete for an athletic scholarship must register with the NCAA Clearinghouse.  Students should register in the fall of their senior year.  NCAA Clearinghouse registration should be completed online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  Please visit the website for specific course requirements.
POLARIS RECOMMENDATIONS
A tenth grade student who plans to attend Polaris Career Center for their junior and senior years should complete the following prior to entering Polaris:

Language Arts
2 credits

Mathematics
2 credits

Science
2 credits
Social Studies
2 credits

Physical Education
½ credit
Health
½ credit

Polaris requires a minimum of 6 credits in order to enroll.
GRADING AND REPORT CARDS
Students have access to quarterly (9 week) report cards with grades for each course on their schedule.  Credit is issued and cumulative grade point average is based upon semester (18 week) grades.  Semester grades are based upon the two quarter grades and the semester exam.  Report cards also contain a quarterly grade point average which is used for the Les Excellence, Honor, and Merit Rolls. Attendance records are also on the report card.

LES EXCELLENCE, HONOR, & MERIT ROLLS 

The Les Excellence requires a 4.0 or better GPA, the Honor Roll a 3.5 – 3.999 GPA and the Merit Roll a 3.2 – 3.499 GPA.  Grade point averages for these listings are based on quarter grades.
CLASS RANKING
A student is ranked numerically within his or her graduation class based upon his or her cumulative grade point average.  The cumulative GPA is calculated based on semester grades.  All graded courses count in the ranking.  The computation for cumulative GPA is based upon the total quality points obtained divided by the total attempted credits.  See table below:

GRADE
REGULAR

HONORS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

  A

  4.0


 4.5



  5.0

  B

  3.0


 3.5



  4.0

  C

  2.0


 2.5



  3.0

  D

  1.0


 1.0



  1.0

  F

   0


  0



   0

For illustration purposes, if a student, after six semesters of work, has obtained:






CREDITS

QUALITY POINTS
10 credits of regular A, then

10 X 4.0
=
40 quality points

 5 credits of regular B, then
 
 5 X 3.0
=
15 quality points

 1 credit of regular C, then
 
 1 X 2.0
=
 2 quality points

 1 credit of AP - B, then

 1 X 4.0
=
 4 quality points

 2 credits of Honors A, then

 2 X 4.5
=
 9 quality points

TOTAL



19 Credits

70 Quality Points


70 divided by 19 = 3.6842 cumulative grade point average

All members of a graduation class are ranked numerically based upon this cumulative GPA. Ranking is done twice each year, after each semester.

Olmsted Falls High School will recognize academic excellence as follows:

Summa Cum Laude

Any student having earned an accumulative GPA of 4.0 or higher by the conclusion of the 7th semester will be distinguished as a Summa Cum Laude graduate (with highest honors).  This distinction will replace the former recognitions of valedictorian and salutatorian.

Magna Cum Laude

Any student having earned an accumulative GPA of 3.75 to 3.999 by the conclusion of the 7th semester will be distinguished as a Magna Cum Laude graduate (with high honors).

Cum Laude

Any student having earned an accumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.749 by the conclusion of the 7th semester will be distinguished as a Cum Laude graduate (with honors).
TRANSFER STUDENT
When Olmsted Falls High School enrolls a transfer student from a State accredited institution, the student’s grades and credits are generally accepted and transferred only when an official transcript is received.  When applicable, the previous school’s grading system and credit system will be converted to our system.  All weighted grades will transfer with their weight when such courses are comparable to Olmsted Falls High School offerings.  When weighted grades are received in courses not available to Olmsted Falls High School students, the grade will not be weighted.  For example, if a student receives a one credit “A” in an AP World History course, the student will receive 4.0 quality points, not 5.0, because Olmsted Falls High School does not offer an AP World History course to its students.  We accept the credit but do not accept the extra quality points.  In cases of concern over competency in a particular class, the student may be asked to take a test to confirm the level of acquired skills and/or knowledge before credit will be transferred.  This will be determined by the principal, counselor, and subject area department chairperson.  In addition, students who transfer to Olmsted Falls High School during the school year who took classes on a block schedule or who were previously not enrolled may require special scheduling accommodations.
The Olmsted Falls Program of Studies and Career Pathways Planning Guide

The Olmsted Falls Board of Education and professional teaching staff recognize the need for students and parents to plan a high school program that enables each student to fulfill the Ohio State Graduation Requirements in a manner that provides for individual interests, needs and career goals.

It is also recognized that every student is on a pathway to a career – whether in the near or distant future.  But how does a student get there, and will he or she be properly prepared?  Has the student selected an educational career plan suited to his or her interests and abilities?  Will the student be able to enter a chosen career directly after high school, or will he or she need further training and/or higher education?  These are all important questions for the students to consider before entering the highly competitive and technical workforce of the 21st century.

Utilizing data from various resources including the historical data from our own students who have graduated from Olmsted Falls High School over the last seven years we have identified the following Career Pathways:
· Health and Human Services 

· Business, Management and Marketing

· STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)

As you consider a future career pathway here is an overview of each of the Career Pathways listed above:
[image: image4.emf]Health and Human Services

Health Sciences include careers related to the promotion of health as well as the treatment of injuries, conditions, and disease.  These may include medicine, dentistry, nursing, therapy and rehabilitation, nutrition, fitness and hygiene, public health, and veterinary science.  Specific examples include physicians, nurses, pharmacists, health facility administrators, dental assistants, veterinarians, physical therapists, and medical technicians.  Human Services include careers in childcare, civil service, education, hospitality, and the social services.  These may include law and legal studies, law enforcement, public administration, child and family services, and social services.  Specific examples include postal workers, police officers, lawyers, teachers, counselors, school administrators, fire fighters, clergy and social workers.

[image: image5.emf]
Business, Management and Marketing

Careers related to all aspects of business including accounting, business administration, finance and marketing.  These may include entrepreneurship, sales, marketing, hospitality and tourism, finance, accounting, office administration, personnel, economics and management.  Specific examples include accountants, business managers, salespersons, buyers, secretaries and stock analysts.
[image: image6.emf]       STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics)
Science, Technology and Engineering: Careers related to technologies necessary to design, develop, install, or maintain physical systems.  These may include occupations in designing, engineering and science, service technicians, manufacturing technology, transportation, and construction. Specific examples include architects, airplane pilots, engineers, carpenters, microcomputer specialists, equipment operators, technicians and mechanics.

[image: image7.emf]
Arts: Careers related to the humanities and to the performing, visual, literary and media arts.  These may include creative or technical writing, illustrating, graphic designing, publishing, theatre arts, journalism, languages, radio and television broadcasting, photography, advertising and public relations.  Specific examples include artists, journalists, interior designers, musicians, photographers and theatre technicians.
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I 3¢









Mathematics:  Careers related to mathematics deal with critical thinking and problem solving, adaptability and agility, accessing and analyzing data/information.  These may include statisticians, research scientist, mathematician, engineer, actuary and financial analyst.
Courses by Career Pathway


[image: image2.emf]Course s   By Career Pathway s         Health and Human Services  

Anatomy and Physiology  

Biology  

Biomedical Innovations  

Comprehensive Health  

Family and Personal Development  

Fund. Sports and Fitness Management CCP  

Human Body Systems  

Introduction to Education  

Medical Intervention  

Nutrition and Wellness  

Parenting and Child Development  

Personal Fitness  

Psychology  

Sociology  

Sports Performance and Weight Training  

          Business, Management and Marketing  

Applied Economics I and II  

Business Principles and Management  

Fund. Sports  and Fitness Management CCP  

Marketing  

Statistics  

World Languages  

 

 

      STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,  Mathematics)  

Science,  Technology and Engineering  

AP Computer Science  

Computer Integrated Manufacturing  

Computer Networking  Technology  

Engineering Design and Development  

Geology  

Introduction to Engineering Design  

Physics  

Principles of Engineering  

Arts  

Advanced Art  

Animation and Game Design  

Architectural Design  

Art Foundations  

Ceramics  

Chorale  

Concert Choir  

Drawing  

Drawing I CCP  

Jazz Band  

Music Theory  

Painting  

Portfolio Preparation  

Publications  

Sculpture  

Symphonic Band and Winds  

Treble Choir  

Visual Communication Design  

Vocal Jazz Ensemble  

Wind Ensemble and Symphony  

World Languages  

Mathematics  

College  Algebra/ Trigonometry   CCP  

Mathematical Applications and Modeling  

Statistics  

   



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ART
ART FOUNDATIONS - 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades


Art I is a general visual arts experience designed for any student. Students will be introduced to both two and three-dimensional art areas, using the fundamentals of Elements and Principles of art.  Areas to be included during the semester are: drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture. 

Prerequisites:  There are no prerequisites for this course, but this course is the prerequisite for every other visual art course offered with the exception of VCD.

Fee required - $30.00

1/2 credit

CERAMICS -  10th, 11th and 12th grades 
This is a course that will introduce students to hand-building ceramics. Emphasis will be placed on developing hand-building skills, design, surface decoration, and art history. Group critiques, individual critiques, and studio demonstrations will emphasize ceramic art forms. Emphasis will be on originality, craftsmanship, creativity, compositional design, and presentation.
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Art Foundations.

Fee required - $35.00
½ credit
PAINTING - 10th, 11th and 12th grades 


This course will focus on multiple painting mediums such as watercolor, tempera, acrylic, and oil. Color theory and painting techniques will be introduced in each medium. Emphasis will be on originality, craftsmanship, creativity, compositional design, and presentation. 

Prerequisite: Passing grade in Art Foundations
Fee required - $30.00
½ credit
DRAWING - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This course will focus on multiple drawing mediums such as pencil, pastels, charcoal, and inks. Emphasis will be placed on the development of drawing though a variety of media and subject matter. Students will further explore the elements and principles of design, perspective, foreshortening, and composition. 

Prerequisite: Passing grade in Art Foundations
Fee required -$30.00 
½ credit

SCULPTURE - 10th, 11th and 12th grades 
This course serves as an introduction to sculpting with a variety of material. Emphasis will be placed the understanding of materials, processes, media, and techniques. Materials used include found objects, plaster, wire, paper, and fabric. 
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Art Foundations
Fee required - $30.00
½ credit
ADVANCED ART- 11th and 12th grades  
This course will give self-motivated art students the opportunity to further skills in two and three dimensional media by expanding their comprehension of media potential.  Advanced Art students will be confronted with problems of increasing complexity. Attention will be given to composition principles and technical control. Students will have in-depth studies of media and design relating to their chosen course of Advanced Drawing, Advanced Painting, Advanced Ceramics, or Advanced Sculpture.  Each student will work closely with instructor to develop their specific course goals.

Prerequisite: “B” or better in Art Foundations, plus “B” or better in the beginning level semester art course that is being continued in this course.

Fee Required - $30.00

1/2 credit

PORTFOLIO PREPARATION - 12th grade 
Portfolio Preparation is a course designed for the self-motivated art students including those interested in pursuing a career in art. This course focuses on independent study, personal goals, individualized instruction, student critiques, and portfolio preparation. Students in Portfolio Preparation will prepare an art display of their work for the High School Art Show in May. 
Pre-requisite: “B” or better in Art Foundations and Drawing Class.  Plus a “B” or better in two other art electives. All prerequisites must be complete before the fall of senior year.   (Acceptance into Portfolio Preparation may be subject to an evaluation process.)
Fee required - $40.00
1 credit
VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN (VCD) – 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades
This yearlong course is an introduction to the use of the darkroom, camera, and computer as tolls in photographic design and illustration.  This is an exploration of the relationship and integration of various techniques and applications to meet the demands of today’s designers, illustrators, and photographers.  Visual Communication Design will give hands-on experience in traditional darkroom photography as an art form in processing black and white film and prints.  This will include the history of photograph, function of the 35mm camera, techniques of shooting pictures, darkroom equipment and processes, development of film, print processing, and mounting techniques.  VCD will explore the modern digital methods and techniques of photography while incorporating a technological experience in the use of Adobe Creative Suite to digitally edit, design, retouch, and create composite images for visual communication and self-expression.  Assessment will be based on the appropriate use of software, image editing tools, composition, and designs based on artistic elements and principles.

A 35mm AND A DIGITAL CAMERA ARE REQUIRED.

Fee required - $60.00
1 credit

ANIMATION AND GAME DESIGN -9th, 10th, 11th, 12th grades

This course provides entry level and upgrade training in the principles of computer game design, programming, and business/industry awareness. Instruction integrates technical skills with Arts, Media, and Entertainment skills and the project management of the industry. Class activities involve team and individual projects in programming, animation, design and other media utilized in the production of computer games. Students utilizing computer based game design software. 

Fee required - $20.00
½ credit – semester course

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN -9th, 10th, 11th, 12th grades

This course will investigate how structure is designed and built as well as the layout of spaces between the walls. Students will be introduced to a variety of concepts in designing exterior and interior spaces.  Students will apply the concepts introduced to a 'dream space' that they design and model utilizing computer based design software.  Class activities will involve sketching, dimensioning, notations, floor plans, elevation plans, foundation plans, sectional plans and all phases of architectural plan development and design. 
Fee required - $20.00
½ credit – semester course

DRAWING I CCP (LCCC)
Introduces basic drawing methods, media and concepts.

Studio experiences emphasize drawing from observation and the development of line, mass, proportion, negative/positive space and shape, composition, light, relative values, and perspective. Historical precedents are discussed, master works analyzed, and relevant practical

information is assimilated into the flow of class assignments. 
Prerequisite(s): College Placement Exam
1 credit
WORLD LANGUAGES

FRENCH I - 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades

In this course the student will develop the four fundamental skills of French: speaking, listening, reading and writing.  In this enhanced program the material in the student text is supplemented with audio\video materials as well as a student activity book.  The student will learn basic French language patterns and vocabulary in authentic cultural settings.

1 credit 

FRENCH II - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

In this course the student will advance the skills learned in French I.  The student will have the opportunity to also read authentic French materials and express themselves about daily topics in written and oral formats.

Prerequisite:  B or higher in French I or teacher recommendation
1 credit

FRENCH III - 11th and 12th grades
The French III course further develops a student’s communication skills in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and understanding of the French language. Longer readings in French as well as more involved writing assignments are included.

A variety of cultural experiences will be offered for enrichment. 

Prerequisite:  B or higher in French II or teacher recommendation.
1 credit
FRENCH IV HONORS - 11th and 12th grades

This course advances the students’ ability to speak, read, write, and understand the French language at an advanced level.  Grammar skills and communication skills will be perfected.  A variety of cultural experiences will be offered as enrichment.  A weighted grade will be given for this course.

Prerequisite:  B or higher in French III or teacher recommendation.

Honors Course

1 credit

LATIN II - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This course is only open to students who were enrolled in Latin I during the 2014-2015 school year.  The course will offer an intense review of the concepts learned in Latin I and will emphasize vocabulary and English word derivation, grammar, translation, and culture.  Students will complete a study of the essentials of Latin grammar and syntax begun in Latin I and will begin translating selections of original works of Latin literature and history.

Prerequisite:  B or higher in Latin I or the equivalent or teacher recommendation
1 credit
LATIN III - 11th and 12th grades

This course is only open to students who were enrolled in Latin II during the 2014-2015 school year.  Students in Latin III begin to read the great classical poetry of the ancient Romans.  They will begin with Ovid’s Metamorphosis and go on to Vergil’s Aeneid.  Students will also complete the survey of basic grammar begun in Latin I and II and will perfect their mastery of both the Latin subjunctive and complex dependent clauses.

Prerequisite:  B or higher in Latin II or teacher recommendation
1 credit
SPANISH I - 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This is an introductory course.  Pronunciation, reading, writing and conversational skills are stressed.  Fundamental grammar, patterns and cultural appreciation are also an integral part of the course. 

1 credit

SPANISH II - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This class will build on the concepts learned in Spanish I and will strongly enforce the use of new vocabulary and grammar.  There will be emphasis on conversation and writing in this course.  

Prerequisite:  B or higher in Spanish I or teacher recommendation.
1 credit








SPANISH III - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

Follows the patterns established in Spanish II.  More complex vocabulary and grammar will be introduced in this class.  Conversation is a fundamental aspect of this course.  Students will be expected to write essays with proper vocabulary and grammar usage.  A stronger understanding of the culture will also be emphasized.

Prerequisite:  B or higher in Spanish II.

1 credit 
SPANISH IV HONORS – 11th and 12th grades

This course is designed to include a thorough grammar review and vocabulary building at a more in-depth level.  Students will use the language to study the history, the people, and the diverse Spanish Culture.  Students will continue to improve on their listening, speaking, and reading comprehension skills.  Students will begin to read authentic texts, such as newspapers, magazine articles, short stories, and poetry.

Prerequisite:  B or higher in Spanish III.

1 credit
Requirements of Spanish IV Honors:

1. Prerequisite:  Spanish III and teacher recommendation.
2. Summer Reading:  Required reading of one novel.  Work must be completed by the second week of class.

3. Purchase of workbook for class.  Approximate cost:  $25.00
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical Education Exemption
Students who complete two full seasons in interscholastic athletics, band (including drill team), or cheerleading are exempt from completing the physical education requirement.  Students who choose to fulfill their physical education requirement by participating in interscholastic athletics, marching band, or cheerleading will not receive academic credit towards the twenty-one credits required for graduation; however, they may elect to take a physical education course, or any other elective course, in order to receive academic credit.  If a student fails to complete two full seasons of a sport, band, or cheerleading, they will be responsible for completing two semesters of physical education. Since both credit and grades are given for Physical Education, students who are eligible for the exemption may elect to take the course.
NUTRITION AND WELLNESS I – 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades
This course provides students with an understanding of food’s role in society.  Students receive introductory instruction on how to plan and prepare food relating to exercise, fitness, and balancing nutrient intake with energy expended.  Students have an opportunity to explore the principles of wellness including exercise (strength, flexibility, and endurance) and other fitness topics.  Students will learn to monitor improvements in fitness levels and complete pre- and post- test analysis.  This course follows the Ohio State Family & Consumer Science Content Standards. 

Fee required - $30.00
½ credit – semester course

NUTRITION AND WELLNESS II - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This course emphasizes balancing nutrient consumption and desired body composition.  Students will continue to improve their fitness level by matching exercise and optimum nutrient intake.  Students will assess factors associated with body weight and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  Lab planning includes factors of: nutrition density, individual daily dietary requirements, cost comparison strategies, and resource management skills.

Prerequisite:  Nutrition and Wellness I

Fee required - $30.00
½ credit – semester course

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  9 
This course will allow students to be exposed to a wide variety of activities, games and sports with the intent to develop interests, skills and an appreciation for a more active lifestyle as an adult.  In addition, students will participate in fitness activities twice a week.  Students are required to wear appropriate clothing/shoes for the activities.

Fee required - $5.00
¼ credit – semester course

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10
This course will allow students to be exposed to a wide variety of activities, games and sports with the intent to develop interests, skills and an appreciation for a more active lifestyle as an adult.  In addition, students will learn proper sequences to develop an individual fitness program. In addition, students will participate in fitness activities three times a week. Students are required to wear appropriate clothing/shoes for the activities.

Fee required - $5.00
¼ credit – semester course

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH -9th grade

This course will encourage students to develop and maintain positive health habits.  They will be exposed to negative health behaviors that could have a domino effect on their own lives.  The students will receive factual information to dispel societal misconceptions concerning various health-related issues.  Several of the general topics covered are mental and emotional health, issues of teenagers, aging, problems of non-medical substance use, preventable/treatable disease and disorders, sexuality and family life, nutrition and physical fitness, and first aid and emergency/crisis response.  Students will apply their learning in a project of their choosing.  Any questions or concerns over course content should be addressed directly to the instructor or their counselor.

½ credit – semester course

PERSONAL FITNESS I  – 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This course will provide opportunities for students to learn proper strength training programs and flexibility.  Students will have opportunities to develop and maintain their personal fitness, agility, and skills through games and competitions.  Students will meet in the classroom portion of the class to learn the scientific principles of wellness, proper exercise, nutrition, and weight control habits.  Students are encouraged to have a physical exam before participating.  
½ credit – semester course

FAMILY AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT-10th, 11th and 12th grades

This course focuses on both individual and family relationships;  emphasizing self-esteem, recognizing and resisting negative peer pressure, learning to deal with stress, conflict and crisis while addressing important social issues such as dating practices, human sexuality, marriage preparation, parenthood and the function of the family unit.  The course will address the various stages of life and cover topics related to an individual self-development, career development, personal awareness and family responsibility. The course will also address health and wellness topics such as nutrition, exercise, weight maintenance and responsible citizenship. The class may also participate in creative projects such as the empathy belly, mock wedding, and mock interviews.

Fee required - $25.00 

½ credit – semester course

SPORTS PERFORMANCE AND WEIGHT TRAINING  – 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This course is designed for those students interested in developing body strength for advanced sports skills.  Students will learn weight training concepts and techniques used for obtaining optimal physical fitness.  Students will learn the basic fundamentals of weight training, basic introduction to anatomy of movement as related to weight training, strength training, aerobic training, fitness training and conditioning.  Students will participate in comprehensive weight training and cardio-respiratory endurance activities.  Students are encouraged to have a physical exam before participating. Recommended for student athletes. Note: this class runs at the end of the school day and students may be required to provide their own transportation home.
½ credit – semester course
PARENTING AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT - 10th, 11th and 12th grades
This course explores the roles and responsibilities of parenting.  Students gain knowledge of how parents and child care providers meet the needs of infants and young children to provide for healthy growth and development.  In addition, this course helps students recognize how different cultures, lifestyles and relationships affect children’s growth and development.  Prominent theories of child psychology will be studied.  Students will have experience with a computer simulator baby.  Students must be able to work independently and will be responsible for the cost of the computer simulator.  

Fee required - $25.00
½ credit – semester course

FUNDAMENTALS OF SPORTS AND FITNESS MANAGEMENT CCP (LCCC) 
This course provides an overview for becoming a health, physical education, sport or fitness professional. Information concerning choosing a career, national certifications, professional organizations, legal issues and how to market yourself, will be addressed. Students gain practical knowledge of the types of careers available, and the qualifications needed to enter these professions. 
Prerequisites:  College Placement Exam
.66 credits
LANGUAGE ARTS 
LANGUAGE ARTS - 9th 10th, 11th and 12th grades

These courses are designed to prepare students to be literate members of society.  To accomplish this, students will read a variety of print and non-print texts to construct an understanding of themselves and their world.  This will include reading to understand their own and other cultures as well as reading to satisfy the demands of the workplace and to acquire new information.  This includes preparing them for any post-secondary opportunities they may choose to pursue.  These readings will be reinforced and extended by multiple writing assignments addressed to various audiences and purposes. Students will also learn the grammatical structures that make communication clear and effective and demonstrate their ability to communicate effectively as they read, write, speak, listen and view a variety of media.  As students advance, each year will increase the emphasis placed on preparation for the ACT and SAT as well as the development of the critical thinking and research skills necessary for post-secondary study.  Ultimately, the goal of these courses is to foster each student’s ability to use language to accomplish his or her own purposes.

Fee required - $35.00
1 Credit
LANGUAGE ARTS HONORS- 9th & 10th grades

These courses are designed for the academically talented student who is interested in English Language and Literature, and they are available to any student willing to meet their challenges.  Honors courses offer intense enrichment of the language arts curriculum (including mandatory summer reading) and are designed to prepare students for the AP English program.  These honors courses will differ from the language arts courses largely in terms of the amount of reading and writing required and in the difficulty of assigned texts. Emphasis will be placed on the reading of multiple genres and the development of their common themes.  The course will focus on individual student’s ability to create meaning from texts.  To this end, students will learn the techniques of literary analysis and be introduced to literary theory.  Due to its rigor, this course is given a weighted grade. 
Prerequisite- Entrance by examination or permission of the ELA department chair.
Honors Course 
Fee required - $35.00
1 Credit

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION - 11th or 12th grade
The Advanced Placement English Language and Composition course may enable students to receive college credit for their work. The course seeks to provide an intellectually enriching experience for our most capable students by engaging them with complex texts, especially focusing on the rhetorical strategies used in prose texts.  Students will also experience numerous opportunities to use rhetorical strategies in their own writing. Like most first-year college courses, the AP Language class will emphasize expository, analytical, and argumentative writing. The course will also teach that college writing is most often based on reading as well as on personal experience. Put succinctly, the class will enable students to read complex texts and to write the kind of prose necessary to communicate effectively in academic and professional environments. Due to the level of work involved with the course, AP Language carries a weighted grade. 
Prerequisite: recommendation of English teacher or ELA department chair.
Fee required - $35.00

AP exam fee (approximate) - $90.00

Requirements of AP English Language and Composition: 

1.
Summer Reading:  Students will be required to read approximately five books before the first day of class.  Students must purchase their own copies of the appropriate editions of each book.

2.
AP Test:  All AP English Language and Composition students are required to take the AP test in May.  

3.
Written Work:  All written work done outside of class must be turned in on the due date. 
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION - 11th or 12th grade
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition is a course which may enable high school students to receive college credit for their work.  The course seeks to provide an intellectually enriching experience for our most capable students by engaging them with complex literary works and teaching them the ways that sophisticated readers build meaning from those texts. Like most first-year college courses, the AP Literature class will emphasize expository, analytical, and argumentative writing. The course will also teach that meaning is constructed not only upon personal experience, but also from a variety of theoretical perspectives. Students will learn to read as they will be required to at the university while learning demonstrate and defend their constructions. These are interpretative and communications skills that are critical for college success. A weighted grade will be given for this course.  
Prerequisite: recommendation of English teacher or ELA department chair.

Fee required - $35.00

AP exam fee (approximate) - $90.00

Requirements of AP English Literature and Composition: 

1.
Summer Reading:  Students will be required to read approximately five books before the first day of class.  Students must purchase their own copies of the appropriate editions of each book.

2.
AP Test:  All AP English Literature and Composition students are required to take the AP test in May.  

3.
Written Work:  All written work done outside of class must be turned in on the due date 
COLLEGE COMPOSITION I and II CCP (LCCC)

An introduction to fundamental college-level skills in academic reading and writing. Summary, analysis, synthesis, and research documentation are emphasized, along with critical thinking and collaborative learning.  College Composition II introduces strategies of argumentation and secondary research learning to a research paper. A weighted grade is given for this course.
Prerequisite: College Placement Exam
2 credits
PUBLICATIONS - 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades

Carefully selected students enter this class.  These students are then responsible for producing both the school newspaper and the yearbook.  They learn the necessary language and design skills and perfect these skills as they remain in the program.  Publications is a full year course.

Prerequisite:  teacher recommendation
1 credit
MATHEMATICS

COURSE SEQUENCE
	GRADE 9
	GRADE 10
	GRADE 11
	GRADE 12

	Algebra I
	Geometry
	Algebra II
	Statistics, M.A.M. or

Pre-Calculus

	Geometry
	Algebra II
	Pre-Calculus
	AP Calculus , Stats, and/or AP Statistics

	Honors Geometry
	Honors Algebra II/Trig.
	Honors Pre-Calculus/CCP College Algebra/Trig
	AP Calculus


*Elective:  AP Computer Science – must be taken concurrently with another Math course

                   AP Statistics – can be taken concurrently with Honors Pre-Calc, AP Calc, or HAAT  
MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT GUIDELINES

Incoming ninth grade students currently in 8th grade Algebra wishing to take Geometry or Honors Geometry in grade nine are placed based upon their grades and performance on a course review exam given at the end of the year. 

SPECIAL NOTE:
All mathematics students should plan to have a TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83 graphing calculator for use each day in math class.  The use of graphing calculators and computers is a routine expectation at all levels at Olmsted Falls High School. Students may also be assigned work that requires the use of a computer.  Access to computer labs at the school may require the students to arrange for use before school, after school, or during study halls and lunch periods.  Any technology required other than the TI graphing calculator will be provided by the school.  Additional information can be obtained by contacting the Mathematics Department Chairman.

ALGEBRA - 9th, 

This course covers many traditional topics of first-year algebra while attempting to apply skills to basic geometry and data analysis where appropriate.  Students are introduced to the use of graphing calculators and some elementary programs are written in an algebra context. This course is aligned to the Common Core standards.
Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit

INTEGRATED MATH AND ALGEBRA – 9th grade

This is a 2 period/2 credit course designed to provide additional support for students who need intervention in algebraic concepts.  This course covers all the topics of a traditional Algebra I course aligned to the Common Core standards, as well as topics from an Integrated Math I course. 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation only.

Technology required:  TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83

Fee required - $15.00
2 credits
GEOMETRY - 9th and 10th grade
This geometry course is a blend of various approaches to the subject with emphasis upon using algebra skills previously learned.  Problem-solving remains a major theme within the course.  Students will use appropriate software to enhance their experience in the course.  This course is aligned to the Common Core standards.
Prerequisite: Algebra

Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit

GEOMETRY HONORS - 9th and 10th grades
Students who are identified as mathematically talented by their eighth grade math teacher may enroll in this more accelerated geometry course.  The honors track culminates with Advanced Placement work in mathematics in the senior year.  Students are expected to adhere to a high level of scholarship and will be exposed to more topics, an accelerated pace, more challenging problems and extensive use of technology.

Prerequisite: permission of the Math Department or placement by examination

Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Honors course

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
ALGEBRA II - 10th and 11th grades

This is the full college preparatory Advanced Algebra course aligned to the Common Core standards. Students will study such topics as linear functions, trigonometric and circular functions, step functions, sequences and series, polynomial functions, logarithmic functions as well as some symbolic manipulations skills of more traditional algebra.  Emphasis is on problem-solving and appropriate use of emerging technologies to study relevant mathematics 
Prerequisite: Geometry or permission of the Math Department Chair

Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
ALGEBRA II WITH TRIGONOMETRY HONORS - 10th grade

This course is designed for selected sophomores who intend to study AP Calculus as seniors.  The course covers many of the traditional topics found in many second year algebra courses but to greater depth and with more challenging problems.  The addition of a complete treatment of trigonometry makes this a course that covers three semesters of mathematics in two semesters.  Students are expected to use graphing calculators and computer software throughout the course, and will write programs to solve problems where appropriate.

Prerequisite: Geometry Honors, or permission of the Math Department Chair

Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Honors course

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
ALGEBRA II / LAB – 11th and 12th grades

This course covers all content of a traditional college prep Algebra II course (see above) over 1.5 class periods. The extra period will allow students to receive intervention in algebraic concepts that will provide them needed support in Algebra II. 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation

Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit (math) / 0.5 credit (elective)
MATHEMATICAL APPLICATIONS AND MODELING – 12th grade

This course is intended to support a student in their transition to a career pathway or future education beyond high school.  In this course, prior mathematical knowledge will be reinforced, the mathematics of finance will be investigated, and practical applications that connect materials with varied student interests will be explored.  Emphasis will be placed on problem solving, applications, and the construction to mathematical models.

Prerequisite:  Algebra II

Technology required:  TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit 

STATISTICS - 12th grade
Statistics is a year-long course using graphing calculators and computer software to study topics typically found in a college-level introductory course in probability and data analysis.  The emphasis is on statistical thinking.  The course seeks to present numerous examples of data from real world problems suitable for study and seniors in high school. The mathematics in this course is accessible by a wide range of students and is designed to give students an understanding of the main ideas of statistics as well as other mathematical topics.
Prerequisite: Algebra II
Technology required:  TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Fee required - $15.00
1 Credit

AP STATISTICS – 10th, 11th or 12th grade

This course covers the syllabus of the College Board for Statistics.  Students are required to take the AP exam in the spring of their senior year.  It is expected that students will spend at least one hour per day outside of class on required study and homework.  This is a college curriculum and students and their parents should consider carefully the commitment necessary for a successful experience.  A weighted grade is given for the course.
Prerequisite: Algebra II or taking concurrently with HAAT
Technology required:  TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Fee required - $15.00 
AP exam fee – approximately $90.00
1 credit
PRE-CALCULUS- 11th and 12th grade

This is the final course of the college preparatory program.  Topics studied include: advance work with functions and their graphs, logic, recursion, math induction, polar and parametric equations, combinatorics, circuits, limits, and an introduction to derivatives and integrals.  As with previous courses, a strong emphasis is placed on appropriate use of technology and computer programming.

Prerequisite: Algebra II
Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83 
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit

PRE-CALCULUS HONORS  - 11th and 12th grades

This is a college-level Pre-Calculus course.  Topics covered include all those necessary for a successful experience in AP Calculus.  Students will be exposed to many challenging problems and will use technology to enhance their understanding of the material.  A fair amount of time will be devoted to writing programs with the TI-83 and TI-92 Graphing Calculators.  Students who plan a career path that leads to the sciences or engineering should strongly consider enrolling in this course.

Prerequisite:  Honors Algebra II with Trig or permission of Math Department Chair

Technology required: TI-Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83
Honors course

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit

COLLEGE ALGEBRA/ TRIGONOMETRY CCP (CCC)
This is a college-level Pre-Calculus course.  Topics covered include all those necessary for a successful experience in calculus.  Students will be exposed to many challenging problems and will use technology to enhance their understanding of the material.  A weighted grade is given for this course.
Prerequisite:  Algebra II, and a passing score on a College Placement Exam

Technology required:  TI-Nspire, TI-84 or TI-83

 2 credits
AP CALCULUS AB - 12th grade

This course covers the syllabus of the College Board for the AB version of calculus.  Students are required to take the AP exam in the spring of their senior year.  It is expected that students will spend at least one hour per day outside of class on required study and homework.  This is a college curriculum and students and their parents should consider carefully the commitment necessary for a successful experience.  A weighted grade will be given for this course.
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus or Pre-Calculus Honors
Technology required: TI Nspire, TI-83 or TI-84 
Fee required - $15.00
AP exam fee (approximate) - $90.00
1 credit

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A – 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This is a course for AP credit with a syllabus that is mandated by the College Board.  Students will be required to take the AP exam in May.  As of this time, the language of choice for AP Computer Science A is JAVA.  Students and parents should weigh carefully the time and cost commitments for enrollment in this course.   A weighted grade will be given for this course.
Prerequisite: Algebra II recommended.

Technology Requirement:  Personal computer with appropriate software or arrange time commitments to allow for use of school computer labs.

Fee Required - $15.00
AP exam fee (approximate) - $90.00
1 credit
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Students enrolling in high school band should select one of the following four courses based on student ability and experience and director recommendation.

SYMPHONIC BAND 

This course is designed to provide any student an opportunity to improve basic skills on a musical instrument. Candidates for this class should have at least one year or more experience on a band instrument. Players will be introduced to high school concert band repertoire. Performance in all concerts and marching band are considered an extension of the classroom and are required. The school and the Music Department also expect students to participate in marching band performances, possibly Large Group Contest, selected pep band performances, and other special appearance. Attendance at summer camp is REQUIRED for this course and will be counted toward quarter I grades. 
Prerequisites: Audition required/previous experience 

Fee for dry cleaning formal uniforms - $15.00

Fee for dry cleaning marching band uniforms - $20.00

1 credit

SYMPHONIC WINDS OR SYMPHONIC WINDS/CONCERT CHOIR OPTION

This course is designed to provide students who have been placed in this ensemble an opportunity to improve basic skills and develop advanced skills on a musical instrument. Candidates for this class should have experience on a band instrument.  Students in this course will be placed based on audition.  Participation in all concerts and marching band are considered an extension of the classroom and are required. The school and the Music Department also expect students to participate in marching band performances, OMEA Solo and Ensemble and Large Group Contest, selected pep band performances, and special appearance. Attendance at summer camp is REQUIRED for this course and will be counted toward quarter I grades.
Prerequisites: Audition and placement by director

Fee for dry cleaning formal uniforms - $15.00

Fee for dry cleaning marching band uniforms - $20.00

1 credit

JAZZ BAND OR JAZZ BAND/GOLDEN EXPRESSIONS OPTION  

Select ensemble focusing primarily on the performance of big band era style music.  Members must also register for and be a member of one of the large bands.
Prerequisites: Audition and placement by director.
1 credit

WIND ENSEMBLE OR WIND ENSEMBLE/TREBLE CHOIR OPTION 

This course is a more rigorous course designed for upper level musicians who are ready for a challenging musical curriculum. Music artistry and introduction of college music fundamentals are stressed. Performance in all concerts, as well as commencement, is considered an extension of the classroom and is required. Performance in marching band, OMEA Solo and Ensemble and Large Group Contests is expected. Attendance at summer camp is REQUIRED for this course and will be counted toward quarter 1 grades.
Prerequisites: Audition and placement by director

Fee for dry cleaning formal uniforms - $15.00

Fee for dry cleaning marching band uniforms - $20.00

1 credit

WIND SYMPHONY OR WIND SYMPHONY/CHORALE OPTION (HONORS)

 This course is a more rigorous course designed for upper level musicians.  Music artistry and college music fundamentals are stressed. In addition, members may complete the honors or college credit for this course.  Members in this group will rehearse with advanced literature and in a fast paced setting.  Students in this course must be successful at sight reading and excellent at the basics for their instrument.  Participation in all concerts, as well as graduation, are considered an extension of the classroom and are required. The school and the Music Department also expect students to participate in marching band performances, OMEA Solo and Ensemble and Large Group Contests, as well as other concerts or honors programs that are available. Attendance at summer camp is REQUIRED for this course and will be counted toward quarter 1 grades.
Prerequisites: Audition and placement by director

Fee for dry cleaning formal uniforms - $15.00

Fee for dry cleaning marching band uniforms - $20.00

1 credit or 1 honors credit

VOCAL MUSIC
Students enrolling in high school choir should select one of the following ensembles based on student ability and experience and director recommendation.

CONCERT CHOIR OR SYMPHONIC WINDS/ CONCERT CHOIR OPTION

This course is designed to provide any student with an entry level high school choral experience. Though recommended, auditions are not required. Singers will be introduced to high school choral repertoire and learn basic musicianship and singing and score reading techniques. Performance in all concerts is considered an extension of the classroom and is required.  

Fee for dry cleaning uniforms - $15.00
1 credit

TREBLE CHOIR OR WIND ENSEMBLE/TREBLE CHOIR OPTION

This course is designed to provide students who have been placed in this ensemble an opportunity to improve basic skills and develop advanced vocal performance skills. Candidates for this class should have previous high school choral experience. Performance in all concerts is considered an extension of the classroom and is required.  OMEA Solo and Ensemble and Large Group Contest are usual expectations for this ensemble.

Prerequisites: Audition and placement by director

Fee for dry cleaning uniforms - $15.00
1 credit

GOLDEN EXPRESSIONS OR JAZZ BAND/GOLDEN EXPRESSIONS OPTION

Select ensemble focusing primarily on the performance of vocal jazz and pop a Capella style music.  Members must also register for and be a member of the large choirs.

Prerequisites: Audition and placement by director.
CHORALE OR WIND SYMPHONY/CHORALE OPTION (HONORS)

This class provides the college bound music student a head start on preparation for college auditions and entrance exams. All Chorale/ Honors students must be responsible for concert season requirements.  In addition, students must complete all of the requirements for the college or honors curriculum as listed in the honors packet which you can pick up from your director.

Honors Course

Fee for dry cleaning uniforms - $15.00
1 credit or 1 honors credit
MUSIC THEORY - 10th, 11th 12th grades

Students will learn to play basic to advanced piano based on their entry level skills to this class, includes melodies, scales, and chords. Students will improve their music reading skills, learn how to compose and arrange music, analyze classical and popular music, and learn about different styles of music through time. This course is recommended for any student and is especially helpful for students planning on studying music at the college level.

1 credit


PROJECT LEAD THE WAY
Please note:  students must pass the previous level course in each area in order to enroll in the next level of the program.

Biomedical Sciences™ program
PLTW 
classes are hands-on, based in real-world experience, and engaging for students and teachers.  We set the highest standards for rigorous, focused, and relevant study, and develop students’ innovative, collaborative, critical-thinking, and problem-solving skills.  The hands-on learning engages students on multiple levels, exposes them to areas of study that they may not otherwise pursue, and provides them with a foundation and proven path to post-secondary training and career success in STEM-related fields.  

Due to the nature of the PLTW Bio-Medical Science Program ™ and the college credit option, course selection preference will be given to students in grades 9-11.
Biomedical Sciences Courses™ 

HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS --10th and 11th grades

Students examine the interactions of human body systems as they explore identity, power, movement, protection, and homeostasis.  Students design experiments, investigate the structures and functions of the human body, and use data acquisition software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. Exploring science in action, students build organs and tissues on a skeletal mannequin, work through real world cases and often play the roles of biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries.

Prerequisite:  Principles of the Biomedical Sciences

1 credit

MEDICAL INTERVENTION  --11th and 12th grades
Students investigate a variety of interventions involved in the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease as they follow the life of a fictitious family.  The course is a “How-To” manual for maintaining overall health and homeostasis in the body.  Students explore how to prevent and fight infection; screen and evaluate the code in human DNA; prevent diagnose and treat cancer; and prevail when the organs of the body begin to fail.  Through these scenarios, students are exposed to a range of interventions related to immunology, surgery, genetics, pharmacology, medical devices, and diagnostics.

Prerequisite:  Human Body Systems

1 credit
BIOMEDICAL INNOVATION --12th grade
Students design innovative solutions for the health challenges of the 21st century.  They work through progressively challenging open-ended problems, addressing topics such as clinical medicine, physiology, biomedical engineering, and public health.  They have the opportunity to work on an independent project with a mentor or advisor from a university, hospital, research institution, or the biomedical industry.  Throughout the course, students are expected to present their work to an audience of STEM professionals.
Prerequisite:  Medical Interventions

1 credit

PATHWAY TO ENGINEERING

Pathway to Engineering is a Project Lead the Way course of study integrated into the students’ core curriculum.  The combination of traditional math and science courses with innovative pathway to engineering courses prepares students for college majors in engineering and E/T fields and offers the opportunity to earn college credit while in high school.  The courses engage high school students through a combination of activities-based, project-based and problem-based learning.
INTRODUCTION OF ENGINEERING DESIGN– 9th and 10th grades

This course uses a design development process while enriching problem-solving skills; students create and analyze models using specialized computer software.  Students must have completed or be currently enrolled in Algebra I.
Prerequisite:  It is recommended that students have a B average in Algebra I and 8th grade science.
1 credit
PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING – 10th and 11th grades

This course explores technology systems and manufacturing processes; addresses the social and political consequences of technological changes. 
Prerequisite:  Introduction of Engineering Design

1 credit
COMPUTER INTEGRATED MANUFACTURING  – 11th and 12th grades
How are things made?  What processes go into creating products?  How do assembly lines work?  How has automation changed the face of manufacturing?  While students discover the answers to these questions, they are learning about the history of manufacturing, robotics, and automation, manufacturing processes, computer modeling, manufacturing equipment, and flexible manufacturing systems.

Prerequisite:  Principles of Engineering

1 credit
ENGINEERING DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT- 12th grades

This research course requires students to formulate the solution to an open-ended engineering question.  With a community mentor and skills gained in their previous courses, students create written reports on their applications, defend the reports, and submit them to a panel of outside reviewers at the end of the year.      
Prerequisite:  Computer Integrated Manufacturing

1 credit 
INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATION – 11th and 12th grades
The Teaching Professions program gives you an opportunity to develop skills in classroom management, lesson planning and instruction.  Throughout the program, you will learn about various intelligences, learning styles and ability levels.  In addition to Teaching Professions program instruction, you will participate in online coursework, shadowing experiences (junior year) and pre-service internships (senior year), and field trips that help solidify your future goals.

The coursework and work-based experience will provide you a solid foundation for a successful teaching career as a “tech-savvy” teacher.  You will develop an educational portfolio that can be utilized to complete a secondary program for college credits.
1 credit
INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATION  II- 12th 
The Teaching Professions program gives you an opportunity to develop skills in classroom management, lesson planning and instruction.  Throughout the program, you will learn about various intelligences, learning styles and ability levels.  In addition to Teaching Professions program instruction, you will participate in online coursework, shadowing experiences (junior year) and pre-service internships (senior year), and field trips that help solidify your future goals.

The coursework and work-based experience will provide you a solid foundation for a successful teaching career as a “tech-savvy” teacher.  You will develop an educational portfolio that can be utilized to complete a secondary program for college credits.

Polaris Career Center and Baldwin-Wallace College have an articulation agreement that can offer you a jump-start on your college coursework.  With this collaboration, the Polaris Teaching Professions program becomes a career-focused, college-level high school program.
Prerequisite:  Intro to Education I
1 credit

COMPUTER NETWORKING TECHNOLOGY I– 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grades.

The Computer Networking Technology program (CNT) helps you prepare for a career in Information Technology with a specialization in networking.  Additionally, students will need to trouble-shoot problems, prioritize needs, and effectively manage time.  In order to be successful in the CNT program, students should have strong math and reading skills.  

1 credit
COMPUTER NETWORKING TECHNOLOGY II – 10th, 11th and 12th grades
This is a two-year program. Designing, installing and maintaining computer networks are skills much in demand. Networking is a two year college program that prepares students to take both the Cisco Certified Entry Network Technician (CCENT) exam and the industry standard,

Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) exam. CCENT is an optional first step toward earning the Cisco CCNA certification which is the foundational certification for networking careers. With Cisco System’s curriculum and hands-on labs, students learn the latest industry networking standards and technologies, including network design, set-up, hardware maintenance and administration.
Prerequisite:  CNT I

1 credit
SCIENCE
SEQUENCING OF SCIENCE COURSES

	GRADE 9
	GRADE 10
	GRADE 11
	GRADE 12

	
	AGS
	Chemistry
	Electives

	
	Biology
	Integrated Science
	Chemistry

	Biology
	Chemistry
	Electives
	Electives

	
	
	
	

	
	Electives:
	
	

	
	Physics
	          Anatomy and Physiology Honors

	
	AP Physics
	           Geology

	
	AP Chemistry
	          

	
	CCP Biology                            
	          


ADVANCED GENERAL SCIENCE - 10th grades

Advanced General Science is designed to meet the state standards for students in physical science and provide an introduction to the skills necessary to succeed in Chemistry and Physics courses. This course gives the student experiences in scientific thinking, organizational skills, scientific observation, and basic lab skills.  The student will investigate problems and concepts in earth science, chemistry and physical science. Historical perspectives and emerging issues in science are also covered.  This course will give the student basic skills needed for upper level science courses.  The Advanced General Science student will earn one credit of physical science toward graduation.  

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
BIOLOGY - 9th and 10th
This course explores the fundamental relationships between structure and function, growth and development of life, diversity of form and unity of pattern, evolution and genetic continuity, ecological relationships and the environment, regulation and homeostasis, and the various behavioral aspects of life.  This course also includes a brief history of the development of key biological concepts.  Emphasis is placed on laboratory work coordinated with the textbook.  

Chemical, mathematical, and physical concepts are applied with the biological principles to help formulate an understanding of life.  Biology fulfills the state required life science credit.
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit

PRINCIPLES OF BIOLOGY I and II CCP (LCCC)
An introduction to the principles of biology recommended for Science majors. Topics include basic chemistry, the cell, metabolism, photosynthesis, genetics and evolution. A considerable writing component is present. Laboratory required. A weighted grade is given for this course.
Prerequisite:  College Placement Test

2 credits
CHEMISTRY - 10th, 11th and 12th grades

This is the traditional Chemistry course designed for college-bound students who have successfully completed Biology as a freshman or who have permission of the instructor or counselor.  This course is designed to present not only general concepts of Chemistry but analytical problem-solving techniques to prepare the students for college level chemistry.  The student will, through classroom discussion, experimentation, demonstration, and computer and laser technology, develop those skills necessary to scientifically interpret and analyze information. Topics to be covered in this course are as follows:   data collection, atomic theory, chemical formula and equations, gas laws, acid-base and solution chemistry, nuclear chemistry and electrochemistry.  

Prerequisite: Biology 
Should be taking Algebra II or higher math

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
INTEGRATED SCIENCE – 11th grade
Designed for students that wish to continue their scientific studies and may not be pursuing a career pathway in science. Taught with an environmental science and a physics semester, the course focuses on everyday environmental concerns and studies of household electricity and device optics.  

Prerequisite: AGS and Biology

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
PHYSICS - 11th and 12th grades

This course is a comprehensive survey course.  It will provide the college-bound student with a foundation in the principles, philosophy and applications of physics.  The course covers motion, astronomy, mechanics (including energy production and usage), light and electricity, electronics, and modern physics (including atomic and nuclear physics).  

Prerequisite: Chemistry and Algebra II
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY HONORS - 11th and 12th grades

Anatomy and Physiology is a course of the anatomical and physiological systems of humans. This course is designed for the student interested in health occupations and in how the body works. The student explores the structure and function of the body systems: integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, circulatory, respiratory, digestive, excretory, endocrine and lymphatic. The student participates in examining tissue cells and basic chemistry concepts as it applies to the study of physiology.  Physiology and dissection labs are required for this course. Goggles are required.

Pre-requisite: Biology, Chemistry, or permission from instructor
Honors Course

Fee required - $15.00
1 credit 
GEOLOGY - 12th grade
Geology is an in-depth study of the origin of rocks, landforms, and internal structure of the earth and earth history. Students will identify minerals and rocks, analyze geologic and topographic maps, determine the sequence of events represented by stratigraphic data, and simulate landform-making processes. Some math is applied to geological situations.

Pre-requisites: Chemistry or Integrated (Physical) Science and Geometry and/or teacher recommendation
Fee required - $15.00
1 credit
AP CHEMISTRY - 11th and 12th grades

The advanced placement chemistry course is a college level chemistry course.  The course is intended to emphasize and elaborate on concepts covered in first-year chemistry.  A strong emphasis will be placed on laboratory work.  In addition, this class will require HARD WORK and DEDICATION.  Students enrolling in this course must have a solid background in mathematics and have successfully completed the first-year chemistry course.  All students are required to take the AP test. A weighted grade will be given for this course. This may be offered as an Early Bird class. 
Prerequisites:  Chemistry, Algebra II
Fee required - $15.00
AP exam fee (approximate) - $90.00
1.5 credits (includes lab)
AP PHYSICS C- 12th grade

This course ordinarily forms the first part of the college sequence that serves as the foundation in physics for the students majoring in the physical sciences or engineering.  The sequence is parallel to or proceeded by mathematics courses that include calculus. The subject matter of the “C” course is principally mechanics.  The “C” course is the first part of a sequence which in college is sometimes a very intensive one-year course with a laboratory component.  All students are required to take the AP Physics “C” Exam.  A weighted grade will be given for this course. This may be offered as an Early Bird class. 
Prerequisite:  Honors Precalculus or concurrently enrolled in AP Calculus.

                      Completion of Physics is recommended.

Fee required - $15.00
AP exam fee (approximate) - $90.00

1.5 Credits (includes lab)

SOCIAL STUDIES
SOCIAL STUDIES I - 9th grade

Social Studies I is a required course for all 9th graders.  It focuses on U.S. and World History from 1877 to 1945.  Topics covered include: major U.S. and World events such as the Industrial Revolution, World Wars I & II, Social Studies I will cover items related to the AIR test. This includes, but is not limited to civics, economics, sociology, and geography.  Economics and financial literacy requirements will be met in this course.
1 credit

SOCIAL STUDIES I HONORS - 9th grade
Honors Social Studies I is a rigorous course open to selected freshmen.  It covers United States and World History from 1865 to 1945.   The course provides students with deep examination and analysis of political, social, geographic, and economic issues within the time period.  The course prepares students for (but does not automatically place them in) Advanced Placement courses in U.S. and European History during their junior and senior years by familiarizing students with document-based analysis and advanced historical writing skills. Economics and financial literacy requirements will be met in this course. A summer reading assignment is required.
Honors Course

1 credit
UNITED STATES HISTORY I and II CCP (LCCC)  A study of the origin and growth of American civilization from the discovery of the Western Hemisphere to the end of the Reconstruction. United States History II will focus on a political, economic, diplomatic, social, cultural, and intellectual survey of the United States from the end of Reconstruction to the present. A weighted grade will be given for this course.
Prerequisite: College Placement Exam
2 credits 

SOCIAL STUDIES II - 10th grade

This course covers U.S. History and World History from 1945 to the present.  Events discussed will include the post World War II era, the Cold War, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Gulf War.  International political issues from the Marshall Plan to the post-communist world will also be studied.  Cultural facets of American history including the rise of Rock-n-Roll, television, and the counter-culture movement will be included.  Economics and financial literacy requirements will be met in this course.
1 credit

SOCIAL STUDIES II HONORS - 10th grade

Honors Social Studies II is a rigorous course open to selected sophomores.  It covers United States and World History from 1945 to the present.   The course provides students with deep examination and analysis of political, social, geographic, and economic issues within the time period.  The course prepares students for (but does not automatically place them in) Advanced Placement courses in U.S. and European History during their junior and senior years by familiarizing students with document-based analysis and advanced historical writing skills. Economics and financial literacy requirements will be met in this course.  A summer reading assignment is required.

Honors Course

1 Credit

AMERICAN WARS - 11th and 12th grades
This elective course will involve in-depth examination of four major American conflicts:  the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, World War I, and World War II.  Students will examine political, social, and economic history related to the wars, including the immediate and lasting effects of the wars.  The wars are also compared with other conflicts, such as those in Korea and Vietnam.   ½ Credit – semester course             
APPLIED ECONOMICS I - 11th and 12th grades

This class covers sophisticated concepts of Microeconomics.  Content includes, but is not limited to, individual, social, and private-sector decisions; supply, demand, and market price; business firms in the economy, market structures, and the stock market.
½ credit – semester course

APPLIED ECONOMICS II - 11th and 12th grades 

This class addresses complex macroeconomic concepts. Content includes, but it not limited to, measurements of aggregate production, unemployment, and inflation; the role of money in an economy; monetary policy; fiscal policy; and international trade in the global market. 
Prerequisite: Economics I or permission of the department chair
½ credit - semester course

AP U.S. HISTORY - 11th and 12th grades
The Advanced Placement U.S. History class is a college level course taught primarily to juniors.  This class is specifically designed for the aggressive performer.  Students are required to take the AP exam in May.  Entrance into the class is by application, which includes demonstration of writing skills.  The most important requirement is a sincere desire to succeed and an acknowledgment of the effort that will be necessary to be successful.  A weighted grade will be given for this course.
Fee required
AP Exam fee (approximate) $90.00
1 credit
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY - 11th and 12th grades

The Advanced Placement European History class is a college level course taught to juniors and seniors.  The class is specifically designed for the aggressive performer.  It examines political, social, economic, artistic, intellectual, and religious history in Europe between 1300 and the present.  Students are required to take the AP European History test in May.  Approximate cost of the test is $85.00.  A weighted grade is given for this course.
Fee required 
AP Exam fee (approximate) $90.00
1 credit
SOCIOLOGY - 11th and 12th grades

Sociology is a college-preparatory course, broken into the following general topic categories:  Culture and Social Structure, Child and Adolescent Development, Crime and Deviance, Social Class and Poverty, Racism/Discrimination/Prejudice and Racial/Ethnic Relations, Collective Behavior, and Social Movements. 

½ credit – semester course
PSYCHOLOGY - 11th and 12th grades

Psychology is a college-preparatory course, which seeks to provide a general overview into the topics one would cover in an introductory college psychology course.  General topic areas include:  Introduction to Psychology, Experimental Design, The Brain, Sensation/Perception, Sleep/Dreams, Learning and Memory, Mental Illness, and Social Psychology.

½ credit – semester course
GOVERNMENT AND LAW - 12th grade 
This required course for seniors examines the modern U.S. government with particular focus on legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the federal government, elections, lawmaking, and the functions of the federal bureaucracy.  The course will also address related topics in the American justice/legal system.  Students are exempt from taking Government and Law if they successfully complete AP U.S. History or A.P. European History.
½ credit – semester course
ASIAN STUDIES - 11th and 12th grade
This course covers the unique modern histories of China and Japan.  The class is designed to expose students to the modern history, language, literature, and culture of these societies, in contrast to our own.  Students will have an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the language, foods, and lifestyles of the Chinese and Japanese people, and build a foundation in the history and modern political philosophy of both of these countries. 

½ credit – semester course

HISTORY OF GREECE AND ROME - 11th and 12th grades

This course covers the history and development of two major civilizations:  Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome.  Foundations for American democracy, themes in art and literature, architectural ideas, forms of government, military history, philosophy, language development, and important leaders are some of the many topics that will be discussed.  Affects and influences of these themes on our modern world, particularly American society and culture, will be a point of emphasis.

½ credit – semester course

HISTORY OF THE 1960’s - 11th and 12th grades

This course covers the major political, social, cultural, and economic events of the turbulent period known as The 60’s.  This will include examination of the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War, the Sexual Revolution, and the Women’s Liberation Movement.  It will also include a study of the rise of Rock-n-Roll, the changes in television and movies, as well as other cultural phenomena.  

½ credit – semester course

BUSINESS

BUSINESS PRINCIPLES AND MANAGEMENT – 10th, 11th, and 12th 
Students enrolled in Business Principles and Management will learn how the concepts of accounting, advertising, business law, finance, management information systems, and marketing tie into the development and operations of a business. Students will discuss and analyze how different management theories affect the different levels of the organization from an operational point-of-view. Students will also discuss how these areas affect the time and financial management aspects of the business through the analysis of case studies and projects. 
½ credit –semester course
MARKETING – 10th, 11th, and 12th 
Marketing is a study of the retailers’ and consumers’ roles in the economy. This course outlines the essential concepts, principles and terminology required to understand basic marketing. Material will deal with the areas of promotion, distribution, product development, the general marketing environ​ment and information sources for marketing decisions.
½ credit – semester course
EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS
CREDIT FLEXIBILITY

Students may gain credit for graduation by pursuing one or more options in accordance with the Olmsted Falls Credit Flexibility Program.  These guidelines can be obtained from your school counselor.
OUT-OF-BUILDING CREDIT 
It is a requirement of the high school administration and the high school guidance department that before a student registers for a course outside of our school building, the student must obtain permission from the counselor and principal.  Credit may be granted for the course if warranted and, if granted, the grade will be included in the high school grade point average.  However, no extra weight will be given for such course work.  Examples include night school, summer school, summer college course work, etc.

NOTE:  for conversion purposes:
6 semester hours equals 2 credits
3 semester hours equals 1 credit
COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS  

The CCP Program allows any high school student to obtain admission to a college and to take college level courses for both high school and college credit that appears on both their High School and College Transcripts. Interested students and parents must attend an informational meeting to begin the process. The deadline for all CCP registration is March 31st.  There is no cost for students to participate in College Credit Plus.
OMBUDSMAN
Students may be invited to attend Ombudsman.  Ombudsman is an alternative option for credit deficient students. Acceptance into Ombudsman is a team decision (Guidance, Parent, Student, and the Administration), as students are held to strict attendance, discipline, and academic standards. 

VOCATIONAL
POLARIS CAREER CENTER

Polaris Career Center offers a career-technical education that gives students the opportunity to acquire the entry-level skills needed to obtain a position in the career of their choice.  Polaris combines real world career-technical training with related academics and employability skills.  At Polaris, students will learn what will be expected of them in the world of work and gain the skills necessary to apply and interview for a job.  Students may continue their education at a technical school, college, or university.

Generally, students attend Polaris for their junior and senior years.  Students attend Polaris on a part-time basis. Students will spend a portion of their school day at Polaris and the other portion at Olmsted Falls High School. Students who attend Polaris may participate in extracurricular activities and will graduate from Olmsted Falls High School.  A Polaris enrollment form must be completed and returned to the guidance office during the sophomore year.  All deadlines will be announced.
Career Technical Programs





Aeronautics*





Electronics & Alternative Energy*

Automotive Technology*



Heating, Ventilating, & Air-Conditioning*
Business Professional & Office Technology*

Healthcare Academy

Computer Networking Technology*

     

Dental Assisting*

Construction Trades*


    

 Exercise Science & Rehab Therapy*    
     





 

Medical Professions*     






Cosmetology





Digital Art and Design*
Culinary Academy




Law & Public Safety


Chef Training*




Criminal Justice*
Baking & Pastry Arts*



EMT/Fire Training* 
Welding Technology*




Precision CNC Machining*



*Potential College Credit can be earned

Special Admissions Programs (School Counselor Recommendation Only)

Building Services



Community Work Experience

Deli and Food Production


Employability Skills Lab

Transition to Employment
Specific information on any of the Polaris programs such as prerequisites and program requirements can be obtained by contacting your student’s school counselor or at www.polaris.edu.
· Students who select to attend Polaris are making a commitment to attend Polaris for a minimum of one semester.  Students will not be able to drop a vocational program unless extenuating circumstances exist.
· Although Olmsted Falls High School students attending Polaris do not pay tuition, most programs require student fees.  Payment plans can be established through the Polaris treasurer's office.  No student will be denied access to a vocational education due to financial limitations. 

Courses By Career Pathways
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Health and Human Services

		Anatomy and Physiology



		Biology



		Biomedical Innovations



		Comprehensive Health



		Family and Personal Development



		Fund. Sports and Fitness Management CCP



		Human Body Systems



		Introduction to Education



		Medical Intervention



		Nutrition and Wellness



		Parenting and Child Development



		Personal Fitness



		Psychology



		Sociology



		Sports Performance and Weight Training
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Business, Management and Marketing

		Applied Economics I and II



		Business Principles and Management



		Fund. Sports and Fitness Management CCP



		Marketing



		Statistics



		World Languages



		



		









[image: ]

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics)

		Science, Technology and Engineering



		AP Computer Science



		Computer Integrated Manufacturing



		Computer Networking Technology



		Engineering Design and Development



		Geology



		Introduction to Engineering Design



		Physics



		Principles of Engineering



		Arts



		Advanced Art



		Animation and Game Design



		Architectural Design



		Art Foundations



		Ceramics



		Chorale



		Concert Choir



		Drawing



		Drawing I CCP



		Jazz Band



		Music Theory



		Painting



		Portfolio Preparation



		Publications



		Sculpture



		Symphonic Band and Winds



		Treble Choir



		Visual Communication Design



		Vocal Jazz Ensemble



		Wind Ensemble and Symphony



		World Languages



		Mathematics



		College Algebra/Trigonometry CCP



		Mathematical Applications and Modeling



		Statistics
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