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SCHOOL DISTRICT SEEKS TO PROTECT 
PROGRAMS WITH ISSUES 131 & 132  
On November 4th, the Olmsted Falls School District will 
have two issues on the ballot to generate additional operating 
revenue necessary to maintain the District’s high quality 
educational programming and reduce growing class sizes: 

• Issue #131:  1/2% School District Income Tax
 4Taxes Earned Income ONLY
	 4NO TAX on investment income, pensions or 
 social security
	 4Provides residents with a "safety net" - if earned  
 income goes down, so do your taxes
 4Not related to RITA - all people who reside within  
 Olmsted Falls School District boundaries, and have  
 earned income, pay this tax	
	 4Will generate $2.3 million revenue annually

• Issue #132:  4.9 Mill Traditional Property Tax
	 4Tax based on property valuation
	 4Will generate $2.1 million annually

These two levies represent the first request for new operating 
funds by the Olmsted Falls School District since February 
1999. Both issues must pass to provide adequate funding 

Continued inside....

OFCS AWARDED WITH NINTH 
CONSECUTIVE  EXCELLENT RATING
For the ninth consecutive 
year, Olmsted Falls School 
District has been awarded the 
top rating on the Local Report 
Card issued by the Ohio 
Department of Education.  
This year, the District earned 
the new, highest rating of  
Excellent with Distinction. 

“We have been fortunate, in 
the Olmsted community, to be surrounded by residents 
who value the high quality  educational program that has 
been built here,” said Superintendent Dr. Todd F. Hoadley.   
“It is our hard working students, dedicated staff, and 
supportive parents and community residents who make 
this consistent excellence possible.”

Olmsted Falls City Schools is one of only 15 districts 
in the State of Ohio to earn the highest rating on the 
Local Report Card for nine consecutive years.  To 
view this year’s Local Report Card for OFCS, please visit          
www.ofcs.k12.oh.us. 

OLMSTED FALLS HIGH SCHOOL HOME TO 
SEVEN NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS 
Olmsted Falls High School is proud to recognize seven students who have 
achieved status with the National Merit Scholarship Program.  The National 
Merit Scholarship Program is based upon outstanding performance on 
the PSAT.  Approximately 1.5 million students from 21,000 high schools 
across the country took the PSAT last October.  Senior Emily Atherton has 
been named a National Merit Semi-Finalist (one of only 16,000 students 
nationwide).  Seniors Olivia Englehart, Stacy Kushen, Zach Laird, Victor 
Matsunaga, Lauren McCafferty, and Waid Wrege were recognized as 
National Merit Commended Students (only 34,000 nationwide).  These 
academically talented seniors will be recognized at the October 29, 2008 
Board of Education meeting by OFHS Principal Dr. Robert Hill, members 
of the Board of Education and State Representative Tom Patton. 

Front Row (L-R): Lauren McCafferty, Emily Atherton, Stacy 
Kushen, and Olivia Englehart.  Back Row (L-R): OFHS Senior 
Class Counselor Nate Artino, Victor Matsunaga, Zach Laird, 
and Waid Wrege.

SEE INSIDE THIS ISSUE FOR RESULTS OF RECENT ON-LINE PARENT SURVEY
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District Seeks To Protect Programs....

OLMSTED FALLS BOARD OF EDUCATION APPOINTS NEW TREASURER 
The Olmsted Falls Board of Education welcomes a new treasurer to the OFCS District. The school Board voted unanimously 
at the July 24, 2008 meeting to hire Mr. Mark S. Hullman.  Mr. Hullman comes to Olmsted Falls Schools from neighboring 
Columbia Local School District, where he has served as treasurer for the past four years.  He replaces previous treasurer 
Dale Weber, who is now serving as Treasurer for Lorain City Schools.

“Mr. Hullman brings to Olmsted Falls Schools a solid background of school district, government and private sector finances, 
and will be an incredible asset as we continue to maximize efficiencies in District operations,” said Board of Education 
President Jim Weisbarth.  “We are pleased to have secured someone with such outstanding credentials and a customer 
service based approach.”

A CPA with more than 25 years of experience, Mr. Hullman has previously served as an 
auditor for the State of Ohio.  In this capacity, Mr. Hullman performed numerous audits 
on school districts.  In addition, he has served as controller for Glenville State College, 
where he also taught accounting. 

“I am very pleased to join a school district with such a strong reputation for efficient 
and effective operations,” said new Treasurer Mark Hullman. “I view the residents, 
taxpayers, Board of Education, administrators, teachers and staff as my customers and 
will strive to serve them in the most beneficial way possible.”

Mr. Hullman holds Bachelor of Science and Master of Business Administration degrees 
from David N. Meyers College.  In addition, he is a Certified Public Accountant and 
Licensed School Board Treasurer in the State of Ohio.  Mr. Hullman is also an active 
member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Ohio Society of 
Public Accountants and the Government Finance Officers Association Special Review 
Committee.    He and his wife, Karen, reside in nearby Amherst.

New Treasurer Mark Hullman

Cost of 4.9 Mill Property Tax 
ISSUE #132

Home Value Cost Per Month
$100,000 $12.51
$150,000 $18.76
$200,000 $25.01
$250,000 $31.26
$300,000 $37.52

Earned Income (Individual) Cost Per Month
$25,000 $10.42
$50,000 $20.83
$75,000 $31.25
$100,000 $41.67
$150,000 $62.50

Cost of 1/2% School District Earned Income Tax 
ISSUE #131

for operating expenses including transportation, teachers, 
textbooks and utilities.  Current financial projections – based 
on the District’s most current 5-year forecast approved by 
the Board of Education on October 8, 2008 – indicate that 
Olmsted Falls School District will end the 2009-2010 school 
year with a deficit fund balance of –$2,646,065.  

BASIC FACTS TO CONSIDER
4Failure of either or both levies on November 4th will result 
in the loss of a year of tax collections, thereby necessitating a 
larger request in 2009.  

4Without new operating funds, class sizes will continue to 
increase due to an inability to hire additional teachers.

4Currently, for example, second grade classrooms are at an 
all time high, with 31 students in most sections.  

4Olmsted Falls School District has the third lowest per 
pupil cost in Cuyahoga County.

4Olmsted Falls School District is one of only 15 districts 
in the State of Ohio to receive the highest rating on the Local 
Report Card for nine consecutive years.  

4Enrollment has increased by more than 850 students since 
1999. (Please See Enrollment Growth Chart on back page.)

4Over the past four years, the District has saved $1.3 million 
in operating costs, and pursued innovative facilities funding 
solutions not derived from local taxpayer dollars.

For additional information or to get answers to 
frequently asked questions, please visit the District 
website at www.ofcs.k12.oh.us or call 427-6000.



NEW SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
JOINS TEAM AT OLMSTED FALLS HIGH SCHOOL

In early September, 749 parents of students in the Olmsted 
Falls school system participated in an on-line survey 
regarding the quality and effectiveness of the District.  The 
results were overwhelmingly positive:
• More than 90% of parents surveyed believe that the 
District is moving in a positive direction, and believe 
that it is important to maintain the current educational 
programs and services that result in our District’s 
“Excellent” rating. 
• Approximately 90% of parents also agree that teachers 
in the Olmsted Falls Schools have high academic 
expectations for students, and that our teachers motivate 
students to learn.
• Nearly 93% of parents believe that the District offers 
courses and programs that meet students’ needs.
•  Nearly 99% of parents surveyed agree that there is 
a strong relationship between good schools and the 
reputation of a community.
•   96% of parents indicated that our schools are an 
important reason for their living in the Olmsted 
communities. 
•  89% of parents indicated that they trust the leaders of 
the District to make decisions that are in the best interest 
of children.  

Parents were invited to participate in the on-line survey 
via an e-mail correspondence.  Participants represented 
a cross-section of  parents, ranging from those newer to 
the community (1-5 years) to those who have lived in the 
District for 11-20 years (or more).  A complete breakdown of 
survey questions and responses can be found on the District 
website - please visit www.ofcs.k12.oh.us. Thank you to 
all those parents who took time to share their opinions!

ON-LINE PARENT SURVEY YIELDS 
POSITIVE RESULTS FOR  DISTRICT 

Beginning October 1st, Olmsted Township police officer Jackie Ketterer, the 
District’s former Middle School DARE officer, will serve as the new School 
Resource Officer at Olmsted Falls High School. School Resource Officers are 
valuable resources for their schools. They are trained to fulfill three roles.
First and foremost, School Resource Officers are law enforcement officers whose 
primary purpose is to “keep the peace” in their schools so that students can learn 
and teachers can teach.  Secondly, School Resource Officers are law-related 
counselors who can provide guidance on law-related issues to students and act as 
a link to support services both inside and outside the school environment.  Thirdly, 
they are law-related education teachers who provide schools with an additional 
educational resource by sharing their expertise in the classroom.  Beyond these 
identified roles, and perhaps most importantly, SROs are positive role models for 
our students.   
“I have worked with several outstanding School Resource Officers in previous 
districts and they prove to be an invaluable resource in and out of the classroom,” 
said Olmsted Falls High School Principal Dr. Robert Hill.  “I believe that the 
program will have a positive impact here at the High School and I encourage 
parents to call me with any questions.”  (Dr. Hill can be reached at 427-6100.)

NEW INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL TAKES 
SHAPE BEHIND MIDDLE SCHOOL

Regency Construction’s Vice President, Terry Tesmer (right), provides 
Olmsted Falls Board of Education member Joe Bertrand (left) an 
overview of progress being made on the construction of the District’s 
new Intermediate School.

OFHS School Resource Officer Jackie Ketterer

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: A simple drive past the 
existing Middle School building on Bagley Road does not 
reveal the incredible progress being made on the new building 
located just behind it.  Members of the Olmsted Falls Board 
of Education took a walking tour of the Intermediate School 
construction site prior to their September 23rd Board meeting.  
The project is currently on schedule, and the District is hopeful 
that the new building will be “under roof” before the snow 
flies, allowing contractors to continue to make steady progress 
throughout the winter months.  With space issues continuing 
to plague the District, the construction management team is 
working aggressively to complete the new facilitiy by the start 
of the 2009-2010 school year.  



Back Row (L to R):  Middle School Science Teacher Leigh 
Ruebensaal; High School Math/Science Teacher Sierra 
Swanson; High School Math Teacher Nicole Altenweg; 
High School Physical Education/Adapted P.E. Teacher 
Greg Hoover; High School Science Teacher Andrew 
Hoslar; and Middle School Life Skills Teacher Elizabeth 
Marshall.
Front Row (L to R): High School Science Teacher              
Janet Gregg; School Psychologist (Falls-Lenox and 
Middle School) Shannon Goss; Fitch Intermediate Tutor    
Jennifer Bement; Falls-Lenox Intervention Specialist 
Tutors Kathryn Duray and Cassandra DeLuca.

OLMSTED FALLS STAFF MEMBERS HONORED FOR YEARS OF SERVICE
Each year, Olmsted Falls School District recognizes employees for their years of service to the District.  Congratulations 
to our veteran Bulldogs recognized for twenty years or more of service! 

30 BULLDOG YEARS

L to R: Middle School Band/Music Teacher Kevin Gulden, Middle 
School Physical Education Teacher Kathy Pruchnicki, High School 
Health/Fitness Teacher David Godfray, High School Math Teacher 
Tom Lanning, Falls-Lenox 2nd Grade Teacher Ann Sidun and 
High School Vocational Education/Business Teacher Lori Angel.  
Not Pictured:  Bus Driver Doris Cain and High School Library Media 
Assistant Janet Stetz.

20 BULLDOG YEARS

L to R: District EMIS/LEECA 
Services Coordinator Karen 
Franz and High School Math 
Teacher Todd Bowers.  Not 
Pictured:  Bus Driver Kitty 
Fenderbosch and Middle 
School English/Reading Teacher 
Laura Grodek.

25 BULLDOG YEARS

L to R: High School Guidance 
Secretary Tommye Laut and 
Falls-Lenox 3rd Grade Teacher 
Betsy Volchko.

DID YOU KNOW?     

More than 42% of Olmsted Falls 
School District staff members live 

in the community.

DISTRICT TO CONTINUE WITH EZPAY 
ON-LINE PAYMENT SYSTEM
The on-line payment system for school lunches and fees, 
EZPay, launched as a pilot program this fall, will continue 
based on positive response and feedback from parents.  In the 
first two weeks, parents deposited more than $18,000 in the 
District’s EZPay account system.  
“With four children in the District, I found it both easy and 
convenient,” said Superintendent Dr. Todd Hoadley.  “I 
especially appreciate the low balance alert feature, which lets 
me know when any one of my four children’s lunch account 
balance drops below $10.”
The low balance alert is a standard feature of the EZPay system 
which can be activated simply by checking the box in the 
account profile.  Parents taking advantage of the low balance 
alert feature receive an e-mail when their student’s account 
drops below $10, allowing them to go on-line to deposit 
additional funds before the account is completely depleted.  
To utilize the new EZPay system, simply visit the District 
homepage or a building homepage on the website and click 
on the EZPay logo.  Effective October 13, 2008, there will 
be a convenience fee of 2.25% of the total transaction 
amount charged to parents in addition to the specified credit 
card payment.  OFCS will continue to pick-up the additional 
merchant fee charged by the bank for this service. Questions?  
Contact EZPay directly at 1-866-693-9729.

OLMSTED FALLS WELCOMES NEW 
BULLDOG STAFFERS 

35 BULLDOG YEARS!

Congratulations and best wishes to High School/
Middle School Teacher Mike Guildoo and Falls-Lenox 
Kindergarten Teacher Carol Yanico who both retired at 

the end of last school year after 35 years with the 
Olmsted Falls School District.  



Ever wonder how Olmsted Falls High School alumni 
spend that first summer vacation after graduation?  We can 
tell you how two of our top students spent theirs.  Class 
of 2008 grads, Emily Pratt and Laura Kay, both advanced 
from the Northcoast District Competition, earning a chance 
to compete at the National Speech & Debate Finals in Las 
Vegas, NV this past June.  
Emily competed in the U.S. Extemporaneous Speaking 
category, in which students are given three current event 
questions, and then have 30 minutes to research, prepare, 
write, and memorize a 7 minute speech.  Emily narrowly 
missed breaking into the elimination rounds and finished 
in the top 100 in the country!
Laura Kay broke into the elimination rounds in her category 
of Original Oratory, and finished about 45th in the country.  
She was the only Ohioan to do so in her category.
“I am so proud of 
both these talented 
young women for a 
strong showing at the 
national competition,” 
said  Mr. John Mercer,  
OFHS Forensics Club 
advisor, who also 
attended the National 
Speech & Debate 
Finals where he served 
as an expert judge  for 
the National Forensics 
League.

Olmsted Falls High School is pleased to welcome foreign exchange 
student Iiro Saarlo from Helsinki, Finland this year.  Iiro is a senior at 
Olmsted Falls High School and active in the Marching Band.  His other 
interests include learning English and mastering the piano.  Iiro also 
hopes to learn the bassoon this year, and looks forward to participating 
in sports, especially basketball. 

Olmsted Falls parents Susan Lewis and Tim Crowley, and their family, 
have graciously opened their home to Iiro for the duration of his stay.  
Iiro’s family, back in Helsinki, includes his mother and father, two 
sisters and a brother.  

“We are pleased to have Iiro with us for the 2008-2009 school year,” 
said Olmsted Falls Principal Dr. Robert Hill.  “It is a great learning 
experience for our students and Iiro alike.”

EXCHANGE STUDENT FROM FINLAND CALLS OLMSTED FALLS HOME

2008 GRADS REPRESENT OLMSTED 
FALLS IN NATIONAL COMPETITION

PRINCIPAL NEIL ROSEBERRY GREETS 
KINDERGARTNERS AT FALLS-LENOX

A Falls-Lenox Tradition. Each fall, Principal Neil Roseberry 
and Assistant Principal Gina Sanfilippo greet the new 
kindergartners as they get off the bus on their first day of 
school.  
“It’s just a nice way to start their Bulldog experience,” says 
Principal Roseberry.  “I look forward to meeting our new 
kindergarten students each year!”

Pictured Back (L to R): Host siblings, Carey and Madison Woods, 
with exchange student Iiro Saarlo from Helsinki, Finland.  Pictured 
Front (L to R): Host parents Susan Lewis and Tim Crowley.  Not 
pictured:  Host siblings Mitchell Ann Crowley and Michael Crowley .

OFHS graduates Emily Pratt 
and Laura Kay advanced 
to the National Speech 
and Debate Finals held in        
Las Vegas, NV.



OLMSTED FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT
ENROLLMENT GROWTH
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The Olmsted Falls City School District hereby gives notice that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,  
national origin, sex, or disability in the educational programs and activities operated by the district.
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ASBESTOS HAZARD EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACT
In an effort to comply with Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), Ohio Occupational Safety and Health 
Act (OSHA), the Asbestos Abatement Contractors Licensing Act, and the Ohio Public Employment Risk Reduction Act 
(PERRA), the Olmsted Falls School District recognizes the responsibility to maintain a program of periodic surveillance 
and inspection of facilities containing asbestos.  To that end, Olmsted Falls Board of Education provides a “Notification 
of Progress of Asbestos Related Activities” report for review in all District buildings.   
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DID YOU KNOW?
Olmsted Falls School District 
secured $7.7+ million in State 

funding through the Ohio 
School Facilities Commission’s 

Exceptional Needs Program 
to proceed with additions and 
renovations to Olmsted Falls 

Middle School, effectively avoiding 
the need to go to residents to raise 

those funds locally with another 
bond issue.

DID YOU ALSO KNOW?
The Pre-Design Phase for these 
additions and renovations to the 

Middle School is already underway 
with groundbreaking scheduled for 

spring 2009 and completion 
targeted for July 2010.
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