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The 2.8 Mill Permanent Improvement Levy on the November 
8th election ballot passed by a narrow margin of just seven 
votes, following automatic recounts that took place in early 
December.  The final official vote count was 4,073 YES votes, 
4,066 NO votes.  
“We feel incredibly fortunate to have had this levy pass and 
wish to express sincere appreciation to our community,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Todd Hoadley.  “The ability to redirect these 
existing tax dollars to much needed building improvements 
and other capital expenses will make a significant impact in 
facilities, as well as help extend our operating budget to push 
out the need for the next operating levy.”
The new 2.8 Mill P.I. Levy for Olmsted Falls Schools was 
strategically timed to correspond with a scheduled tax roll-

off in the same amount, which will result in NO INCREASE to the existing level of school taxes being paid by residents.  
Planning and prioritizing of improvement projects and purchases got underway in early January, and residents can plan to 
see these tax dollars begin to be put to use as early as this spring for various facility repairs.
Olmsted Falls School District plans to provide regular reports to the community regarding the use of these critical P.I. 
funds.   Any resident with questions about the 5-Year Limited P.I. Levy, or other aspects of District finances and/or 
operations is encouraged to contact the Board Office at 440-427-6000.

PASSAGE OF PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT LEVY  PROVIDES 
FUNDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS; HELPS EXTEND OPERATING LEVY

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR
The process of registering a kindergarten student at the Olmsted Falls Early Childhood Center (ECC) for the upcoming 
2012-2013 school year begins well in advance of the start of school in August.  The early registration and screening process 
is important in determining class assignments and programming.  Registration packets are already available both at the ECC 
and on-line.  Children must be five years old by August 1st to enroll for kindergarten classes in Olmsted Falls School District.  

PLEASE NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:

* Kindergarten registration packets will be available 
at the Early Childhood Center beginning February 7th; 
registration packets will also be available for download from 
the District website at this time.   
* Kindergarten Information Night will take place on 
Thursday, March 1st from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the ECC.  
Note: Free babysitting services will be provided at the ECC 
during the presentation.

*  Kindergarten registration will be held on March 15th 
and 16th at the ECC.  Parents need to call the ECC office 
at 427-6360 to set up a registration appointment time for 
one of these days.  Parents will also need to complete the 
Kindergarten Registration Packet and bring it with them to 
their scheduled appointment.  Note:  When parents come to the 
ECC for their registration appointment, they will also be able 
to schedule their child’s kindergarten screening appointment. 
* Kindergarten screening appointments will be 
scheduled for May 23rd and 24th.  

If you, or someone you know, will be registering a kindergarten student in Olmsted Falls Schools for the upcoming              
2012-2013 school year, please be sure you have these important dates on your calendar.  For additional information or 
questions, please contact the ECC office at 440-427-6360.

A special thank you sign from students and staff at the District’s Early 
Childhood Center (ECC) was hung over the building entrance following the 
final levy results to express appreciation to the community. Other District 
buildings also featured messages of thanks on their sign boards.



OLMSTED FALLS BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTS 2012 OFFICERS 
AND WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER
The Olmsted Falls Board of Education held its Annual 
Organizational Meeting on January 5, 2012. At this meeting, 
Mr. James Weisbarth was elected to serve as Board President 
for calendar year 2012; and Mr. Joe Bertrand was elected to 
serve another year as Board Vice President.  Board Member 
Ms. Michelle Theriot will serve as the Board’s legislative 
liaison for 2012.  We extend both congratulations and thanks to 
these individuals for taking on these additional responsibilities 
in the coming year.
The Board of Education also welcomed new Board Member  
Mr. Greg Surtman, who was elected in November 2011.

Front row: Board President Mr. Jim Weisbarth (17th year of service) 
and Board Vice President Mr. Joe Bertrand (8th year of service).  
Back row:  Board Members Mrs. Rhonda McCrone (15th year of 
service), Mr. Greg Surtman (1st year of service) and Ms. Michelle 
Theriot (20th year of service).

Mr. Greg Surtman was 
officially sworn in 
by District Treasurer     
Mr. Mark Hullman. 
All members of the 
Olmsted Falls Board 
of Education were 
acknowledged in January, which is School Board Recognition Month in Ohio. 
Serving as a school board member can be a challenging task - especially given 
the ongoing struggles with education funding in the state of Ohio.  Olmsted Falls 
is very fortunate to have a dedicated group of individuals working together as a 
team  to make decisions in the best interest of both our students and our greater 
community.  Our sincere thanks to the Olmsted Falls Board of Education for their 
hard work, dedication and commitment to maintaining local citizen decision-
making in education. 

District Treasurer Mr. Mark Hullman (left)
swears in new Board of Education member 
Mr. Greg Surtman (right) at the Annual 
Organizational on Meeting on January 5th.

OLMSTED FALLS TEACHERS PUBLISHED IN NATIONALLY 
RENOWNED BOOK ON CLASSROOM ASSESSMENT
Olmsted Falls School District has a 
reputation for innovative and outstanding 
teachers. Their work in the classroom is 
frequently considered among the best in 
the state and across the country.  
We are incredibly proud to report that 
several Olmsted Falls’ teachers were 
recently published in a nationally 
renowned book on the topic of student 
assessment. Congratulations to Jessica 
Barylski, Michelle Buck, Kelly Dye, 
Audrey Eckert, Robyn Eidam, Kristen 
Gillespie, Sierra Swanson, Kim Urban and 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Jim Lloyd 
for their inclusion in the newly published 
Classroom Assessment for Student 
Learning book.  
Educators across the country will use this 
important publication to improve their own 
teaching and assessment skills.  We are 
thrilled to have the best of the best right 
here in Olmsted Falls!

Pictured (Front, L to R): Audrey Eckert, Jessica Barylski, Kelly Dye, Kristen Gillespie,        
Kim Urban. (Back, L to R): Sierra Swanson, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Jim Lloyd, and 
Board of Education President Frank Pedicini. Not pictured: Michelle Buck and Robyn Eidam



MRS. KEMPER’S 2ND GRADE CLASS SKYPES WITH POPULAR 
BAILEY SCHOOL KIDS’ AUTHOR DEBBIE DADEY

Mrs. Kemper’s 2nd grade class had a SkypeTM discussion with 
Debbie Dadey, co-author of the popular Bailey School Kids book 
series on Friday, January 20th.  SkypeTM is a free internet video 
conferencing service that allows subscribers to chat together via 
the internet. 

In preparation for the discussion, the children each received 
a book signed by Debbie Dadey to read over the winter break.  
They also read two of her books in class this month.

Each student prepared a question to ask during the interview, and 
the discussion was a huge success.  Ms. Dadey explained her 
writing process, showed 
the students a draft of one 

her books, and a never before seen copy of a soon-to-be-released book.  The students 
really seemed to enjoy using this technology to meet a favorite author.

Mrs. Kemper organized the call with the help of Ms. Pinizzotto (educational aide), 
Nicole Joseph (parent volunteer), and Ms. Tindera (technology assistant). They hope 
to organize more SkypeTM calls this year to supplement the class instruction.  
Kudos to our staff and students on this exciting, interactive educational opportunity!

DISTRICT FOOD SERVICES DEPARTMENT HONORED BY STATE
Congratulations to the District’s Food Services department on 
being recognized by the Ohio Department of Education with 
the 2011 Stellar Award for Excellent Nutrition Practices. This 
award recognizes our Food Service Department’s innovative 
use of best practices to promote a healthy school nutrition 
environment, and is a tribute to the entire food service staff.
This is the 8th year that Olmsted Falls School District has 
received this prestigious award.  
Congratulations again to all of our outstanding Food Services 
staff members!
Building cafeteria managers proudly display the 2011 Stellar Award 
banner. Pictured (L-R): Mrs. Cheryl Hennessey (OFIS), Mrs. Roberta 
Gonzalez (Falls-Lenox), Director of Food Services Mrs. Denise Tabar, 
Mrs. Carrie Bargholt (OFMS), and Mrs. Teresa Haun (OFHS).

DISTRICT PARTNERS WITH HIGHWAY PATROL / DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY FOR NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK
The Olmsted Falls School District Transportation 
Department hosted the Ohio State Highway Patrol for the 
day as part of National School Bus Safety Week.  State 
Trooper Jeff Fide and Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Officer Chip Hilling, member of the MVI (Motor Vehicle 
Inspection) Team, rode along on two bus routes and 
monitored traffic, bus and pupil safety.  During their visit, 
five busses in the District’s fleet were also inspected and 
passed by the team.
Pictured from left to right:  District Transportation Manager Heath 
Krakowiak, On-Bus Instructor and Bus Driver Nancy Hunt, Bus Driver 
Karen Corrigan, State Trooper Jeff Fide and Officer Chip Hilling from 
the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Motor Vehicle Inspection (MVI) 
Team.



DISTRICT HONORS MR. FRANK PEDICINI FOR BOARD SERVICE 
Board of Education member Mr. Frank Pedicini was 
recognized in December for his 6+ years of service on 
the Olmsted Falls Board of Education.  Mr. Pedicini’s 
community service has been characterized by the highest 
level of ethics and integrity. 

As an active parent and member of the Olmsted community, 
Mr. Pedicini’s service to the District, both before and during 
his tenure on the Board of Education, has improved the 
quality of educational opportunities in our schools and 
community. 
A resolution of public thanks and recognition was passed 
by Mr. Pedicini’s fellow Board of Education members at 
the Board’s monthly meeting in December, which was 
Mr. Pedicini’s final meeting.  On behalf of the Board, 
administration, staff and students of Olmsted Falls Schools, 
we would like to extend our sincere appreciation to                    
Mr. Pedicini for his service and dedication to our District!

Congratulations to elementary art teachers Ms. Renee 
Wagner and Ms. Victoria McConnell-Paul on being 
recognized by the world’s largest on-line art gallery, 
Artsonia, for outstanding leadership in the area of Arts 
Education at Falls-Lenox and the ECC.  The Leadership 
Award honors teachers who go beyond the classroom 
walls to encourage family and community involvement 
in arts education. The award also recognized significant 
achievement in the area of technology integration within 
the school arts program.

Artsonia is an online children’s art museum where teachers 
and parents can upload and share their  child’s artwork 
with family and friends that may not be in the community. 

Artwork can also be made into greeting cards, Christmas ornaments and aprons to name just a few of the many items 
available. Not to mention, part of the proceeds from each Artsonia purchase go to our school to help pay for art supplies.

FALLS-LENOX AND ECC ART PROGRAMS RANK #1 IN STATE

OFMS FEATURED AS 
FOX 8 “COOL SCHOOL” 
Congratulations to Olmsted Falls Middle 
School for recently being voted “Cool 
School of the Week” by Fox 8 viewers! 
Bulldog fans tuned in to the Fox 8 News in the 
Morning to see a special profile on Olmsted 
Falls Middle School.  OFMS had plenty to 
showcase for Fox 8 News reporter Annette 
Lawless, who came out to the school to get 
footage for the segment.   Staff and students 
helped Lawless with interviews and program 
information as she toured the school.
OFMS students Alex Kho and Zach Buchta 
also traveled to Fox 8 the morning the 
segment to be interviewed live on air! 

WEB leader Matt Fox with Fox 8 
News reporter Annette Lawless 
during filming at OFMS.

While teachers in more than 100 countries 
showcase their students’ artwork on 
Artsonia, Ms. Wagner and Ms. McConnell-
Paul have created a school community 
deserving of recognition.  During the 
2010-2011 school year, Falls-Lenox and 
the ECC gallery showcased 8869 pieces of 
artwork which was visited 158,041 times 
and received 1636 comments from friends 
and family.  The amazing on-line art gallery 
for Falls-Lenox and ECC can be viewed at 
www.artsonia.com/schools/falls1.

Special thanks and recognition also goes 
out to the many PTA parent volunteers who 
helped scan and post photos of all of the 
outstanding student artwork!  



VETERANS RECOGNIZED AND HONORED THROUGHOUT  DISTRICT
Each year, all school buildings in the Olmsted Falls School District mark Veterans Day with special activities and presentations 
to remember and honor those who have served our country.  This year, at Falls-Lenox Primary School, each learning community 
participated in a special Veteran’s Day ceremony.  Students and staff were joined by local veterans, family and friends for 
a special tribute that included a flag ceremony and the playing of “Taps” on the trumpet by Olmsted Falls’ student teacher 
Mr. Mike Feller.  Army Veteran Jerry Gobble helped raise the flag during the ceremonies.  Other Veterans who participated in 
special activities around the District were John Somodi, Gordon Hall, Ken Fox, Jim Bartell, Eric Bobal, Dave Zeih, and our 
very own “Mr. George” Elioff.  Thank you all for your service to our country!

Thank you to the members of the Olmsted Township Fire Department 
who visited the ECC to teach students fire safety tips.  The young 
students were very interested and attentive, and enjoyed watching a full 
gear demonstration.

TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT BRINGS 
FIRE SAFETY LESSON TO ECC

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR APPRECIATION BREAKFAST
Olmsted Falls High School held its annual Local 
Scholarship Sponsor Appreciation Brunch on Dec. 9th 
in the High School Media Center.  Guests were treated 
to a buffet breakfast and enjoyed a special holiday 
performance by the High School’s Vocal Jazz Ensemble.

In addition, Bulldog alumnus Caitlyn John returned to 
her alma mater to personally express special thanks to 
the sponsors who supported her this year.  Caitlyn is 
currently studying Journalism at Ohio University.  

Last year, these local sponsors provided nearly $125,000 
through 234 scholarships for members of the Class of 
2011.  Our District extends its continued gratitude to all 
of these individuals, businesses and organizations for 
their generous support of our Bulldog graduates!

The 2012 Local Scholarship Program is getting 
underway.  For information on sponsoring a scholarship, 
please contact Ms. Tommye Laut in the High School 
Counseling Office at 427-6116. PTA member Sandra Graham with one of PTA’s 2011 Local Scholarship 

recipients, Caitlyn John, at the annual appreciation breakfast in December.

Army Veteran Jerry Gobble helped raise the flag during 
Veterans Day ceremonies at Falls-Lenox.



The Olmsted Falls Varsity Wrestling 
Team wrapped up the pre-season by 
raking yards for program supporters 
and community residents who could 
use the extra help.  This year twenty 
wrestlers participated to help residents 
prepare for winter.  Great job Bulldogs!

The Olmsted Falls City School District hereby gives notice that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,  
national origin, sex, or disability in the educational programs and activities operated by the district.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Olmsted Falls School District publishes a weekly blog on-line 

during the school year.    

All residents are invited to visit
http://ofalls.wordpress.com 

to catch up on all the latest news from Olmsted Falls Schools. 

4TH ANNUAL
“BRING A  RAKE” DAY

ASBESTOS HAZARD EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE ACT

In an effort to comply with Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), 
Ohio Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), the Asbestos Abatement 
Contractors Licensing Act, and the Ohio Public Employment Risk Reduction 
Act (PERRA), the Olmsted Falls School District recognizes the responsibility 
to maintain a program of periodic surveillance and inspection of facilities 
containing asbestos.  To that end, Olmsted Falls Board of Education provides a 
“Notification of Progress of Asbestos Related Activities” report for review in all 
District buildings.   


